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CHAPTEll XVIL 



At tlie appointed hour Vafcrio was 
again in thechambef of his new iriend. 
" You are faithful to your promise/* 
. said he^ smiling — ** I hope the sympathy 
which my misfortunes exite in a bosom 
not entirely destitute of seiisibllity, 
repays* thie interest which you seem to 
take in listening to them." ••Proceed/' 

replied Valerio. •* I passed," said the 

» 

i?tranger, ** the -succeeding day wishing 
VOL. iv. * 
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for the conclusion of it. The hours 
appeared to me doubly tedious, as they 
slowly passed. At length, however^ 
evening closed in, and I took my sta- 
tion on my chair, as near to the mys- 
terious paiinel as I could conveniently 
place it, so anxious was I to catch a 
glimpse of the being, the thoughts of 
whose fate engrossed my whole- idea. 
At length, the moment arrived , with 
what transport did I behold the pannel 
unclose its envious barrier, and the 
voice of my Victoria gently breathing 
on my ear. I clasped her to my bo- 
som. — *^ Tell me," cried h *^ can your 
father have been 8o relentless as to con- 
fine you here, as well as myself? but 
how much am I indebted to his incle- 
mency if such waa the case?" " We 
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are not,'* she replied, ** indebted to my 
&ther for this meeting ; we are indebted 
to his bitterest enemy for it, the Mar* 
<}uis d'Antaces. You have heard of 
my being forced from the Convent ?'* 
I replied in the affirmative. '* You 
have likewise heard of the enmity which 
subsisted between the Marquis and my 
father ; it is to him we are indebted : 
but ibr his interference, I had, perhaps, 
been immured for life, a sister of St 
Rusula. But/* uhe continued, looking 
round the apartment as she spoke^ 
*' are we not liable to interruption 
heref ?" '' No,** replied I—" the time 
precludes that; explain, I pray you, 
how you came here/' " I Wnnof^ 
even now, fttlly explain that,** she re- ' 
plied $ *'but, prepare fot ow iSv^v* 
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To-morrow evening we leave this to- 
gether. At this hour I shall again see 
you. Do not require an explanation; 
Suffice it, that my plan is almost infal- 
lible. I have no doubt of success." 
I was silent perforce, and permitted 
her again to leave me without inter* 
i:-aption; sh^ closed the pannel as be* 
fore. How anxiously did I await the 
succeeding night, I could scarcely pre- 
vail upon myself to eat or sleep.* My 
whole thoughts were engrossed by one 
object, and I considered every moment 
stolen from reflection as so many lost 
minutes of my existence. I occupied 
the major part of the day in taking sur- 
jreys of the surrounding country. It 
wgs only, however, from one window I 
could discover any object, as the over* 
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banging treet^ which had concealed the 
building in which I was confined from 
the prying eye of justice and curiosity; 
From this too, the prospect beyond was 
circumscribed ; I could, indeed, discern 
the summits of the lofty hills which 
every where bounded the view. The 
country between, too, was only by 
Vood and water contrasted here and 
there by brown spots of barren heath. 
" Oh, ye woods!" I exclaimed, as I 
gazed in silent extacy at the idea, 
'< soon shall I wander through your 
shadowy intricacies— -soon will your 
impervious gloom afford me shelter firom 
my persecutors ; — be friendly, oh ! ye 
shades! shield me from my enemies. 
In thy bosom the traveller may find 
rest} under thy lo(ty canopies, repose* 
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•* Night, at length, restored the droop* 
ipg plants to their pristine vigour, 
shedding its tears alike on the bloom* 
iBg and decayed, to cheer the one, and, 
though vain the effort, to restore the 
other. I saw it set in as I sat reclining 
OQ the chair which I had brought to 
the window, in order to observe the 

« 

prospect of the setting sun, and, i^ ^ 
possible, hasten hy my prayers for its 
•peedy retreat. 

^^ The moment at length arrived, and 
the pannel slowly opened. The ap- 
pointed signal was given, and I stooped 
to proceed through the aperture. A 
moment sufficed for the accomplish- 
ment of this part of the business, and 
I soon found myself in u room larger 
and more gloomy by &v^ than thti^ne 
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I had quitted. Through this we pro- 
ceeded Ja silence, till we reached the 
farther extremity ^of it, whec^ si)^ se- 
lected a key from the many she had 
concealed under her mantle, and 
opened a small door, which was so 
artfully concealed, as almost to appear 
as pannels of the wainscot. This 
opened on a flight of narrow stone 
steps, leading apparently into subter- 
ranean passages. 

" We are safe," said she, breakipg 
the silence which had hitherto pre- 
vailed, *^ we are now {ox a moment 
saferat least from surprise. When we 
are completely so, we have each a 
cteal to explain/' 

^' Seizing my arm as she spoke, she 
hurried me through a variety of pas- 
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sageM, Apparently, by the damp swhich 
asaailefl Xks, under ground, a conjecture, 
Whioh the number of stairs which we 
had descended, tended to confirm. At 
length we reached an iron grating 
which prevented our further progress; 
it was on the plan of a portcullis, and 
descendecl in a grove from the top of 
the passage. She seized a small wire, 
(which being suspended from the side 
of the dooF,) having there pulled, it 
drew up sufficient for us both to pass 
beneath it; we did so. ** We are now 
near the end of our journey, I believe ;** 
cried she, as we began to ascend a 
flight of stone steps, resembling those 
we had descended—*'! wilt soon ex- 
plain to you the mystery of my con- 
.7') £nement, and the cause which led to 
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your own," I remained silent, till, 
at length, I saw her open a door which 
led out into the forest, but which was 
completely concealed from those with- 
' out by underwood. Perceiving we 
were at liberty — I drew her along with 
me, separating our leafy impediments 
with my arm, as we proceeded. At 
length we reached a spot less ob- 
structed, and we continued our route 
with less exertion, but with re-doubled 
swiftness. The plain appeared to be 
of amasing extent, as we could per- 
ceive by the light which now began 
to beam in the eastern sky. We, how- 
ever, declined directly crossing it, as 
the whole space was exposed to obser- 
vation i we turned^ therefore^ into the 
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wood which bordered it-, always keep- 
ing the plain^in sight The road which 
would lead us to the nearest inhabited 
town, lay directly across it, and we 
were obliged to rest ourselves under 
the shelter of a friendly shade. At 
length we reached the farthest extremes 
of the plain from the spot from which 
we had first began our journey. Here> 
however, the fatigue of our exertions 
overcame the feeble streng.h of Vic- 
toria, and I had scarcely annotinced 
ourselves at the desired spot, than she 
sunk into my arms motionless and 
' senseless. I gently laicj her on the 
^earth, and hastened to a small rivulet 
which I saw at some distance. Un- 
king my sash, I drenched it in the 
,^^>f stream, and quickly returned upon 
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the wings of love and apprehensioo, 
to the spot. The dampness of the 
ground contributed considerably to- 
wards her revival^ and on my return 
to the place, I had the satisfaction to 
find her restored to life, and by the 
help of a bough which hung over her^ 
attempting to rise. This, my assistance 
enabled her to do, and by slow move- 
ments, we once more proceeded. I, 
however, began to lose all hope of 
escape fiom this wood ; we had been 
nearly two days without any sustenance^ • 
but such as the wild woods afforded^ 
scarcely sufficient to preserve the exist- 
ence of the most hardy, » beyond the 
period which we were apparently 
doomed to pass in this trackless desert. 
Victoria, at the expiration of the second 
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day after otir departure, grew latiie. I 
now began to consider myself as lost. 
We were separated from evefy earthly 
beings— desolate — abandoned — and lost 
almost amid a region, wild and unin- 
habited. Nearly dead with ^fatigue 
and hunger, my bosom grew cold 
with despair, and I threw myself on 
the ground in an agony of mmd and 
body scarcely to be surpassed. 

" I had been a considerable time on 
the earth neasly insensible ; Victoria 
was quite so on my bosom, when the 
sound of footsteps near me,' roused me ' 
to" recollection, and I cast my languid 
6yes towards the spot from whence it 
proceeded^ when to my inexpressible 
joy^ I discovered a man, dressed as a 
peasant, standing qjose beside me. 
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bending over usy with comniisseration 
painted in bis ruddy checks. I mo- 
tioned him to help me from the ground, 
which he soon accomphshed, and draw* 
ing a bottle of spirits from the folds of 
his cloak, be applied a small portion 
of it to my lips. I seized it with avidity, 
and, but for his prudent interference, I 
should have swallowed the whole con- 
tents, but he again forced it from my 
grasp. I then motioned him to apply 

ft 

it to. the lips of Victoria. I now began 
to recover my recollection, but my 
strength decreased with it. and I again 
sunk on the giound. I was some time^ 
as I afterwards found, in this relapse, 
but on my return to animation, I found 
myself placed on straw in a low vehicle, 
which Biy benevolent preserver was 
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, driving, accompanied by another, who 
. appeared to be his. servant. Victoria 
lay beeide nne. She was, however, 
nearly recovered; a pretty looking 
girl was sitting beside her, using every 
effort to restore her. I soon recollected 
the scenes which had passed in the 
forest, and I scarcely imagined myself 
freed from the desolating influence of 
famine, but that a succession of con- 
curring circumstances convinced me of 
the reality. When sufficiently restored 
to raise myself from my reclining posi- 
tion, I caught the hand of Victoria 
to pay bosom. She smiled, — but it was 
an effort for her to do so. " We are 
near the end of our road ;^ said the 
driver to us — ^** you shall then be better 
^accornmodated." Victoria aind myself 
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cast our eyes towards him ; he was 
iooking towards us with pity, blended 
with contentment beaming in his fea* 
tores. • '* We shall be there in a mo* 
ment," cried he, " my wife I can see 
waiting at the door." 

*' He flourished his whip as he spoke^ 
over the cheek of the animal he drove, 
and we soon reached his cottage, for 
such it was^ 'where, as he said, his wife 
was at the door to receive us. " We 
have the wanderers,'* cried he to her, as 
he alighted from the vehicle—" I have 
theto safe ; your brandy produced some 
good effect in them at least Help the 
lady out first, will you ; Adela can help 
you." They now approached the tail 
of the cart, and having, with the assist* 
ance 6f their daughter, Adela, taken 
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^Victoria from it, they consigned her 
into the .house. Tbe return of the 
mother was immediate, and I was coii- 
veyed, with the assistance of the bene- 
volent peasant and his servant, together 
with the daughter, into their hospitable 
mansion. I was laid on a mattrass in 
the first room which we entered. Vic- 
toria, they told me, in reply . to my 
eager inquiries, was* up stairs* Some 
slrenglilening nutriment was adminis- 
tered to me in small quantities, and I 
v^as then, with the assistance of a 
draught, left to repose. In the even- 
ing when I awoke, the effect of uj/ 
judicious treatment were so great, that 
I was enabled to rise without assist- 
ance, and I surprised them by walking 
into the rOQm in which they wi^e sit- 
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ting. '* I will scold you/' said the 
go^ woman to me, on my entrance, 
** your exertions will injure you — ^yoiir 
efforts to surprise us roust have been 
painful to you/* I assured her of th^ 
contrary, and that I felt no inconveni- 
ence from the effort. A chair was im* 
m^iately provided for me, with a 
cushion, in order to render sitting, which 
they supposed me almost incapable of, 
supportable to me. The gratitude 
which I felt to these people at that mo« 
ment, exceeded, by far, those sensa- 
tions which I had once felt, and which 
proceeded from the same source to- 
wards the £ather of Victoria. From 
him I had received great benefits ; but 
the method he took of bestowing them, 
was so different : — in the one,, the maa» 
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ner of it seemed to imply my accept- 
ance of them, as a duty incumbent 
—-in the other, a look of entreaty ac- 
companied the o£ferj with a benovo- 
lence that would hate convinced even 
a misanthrope, that humanity yet dwelt 
in the world. 

^* When shall I be able to return the 
obligations I owe you, at length burst 
from my lips. Such a sensation as I 
then felt, I had never experienced to- 
wards my haughty friend the Count. 
I then only thought when I should 
cease to be indebted to him. " You 
owe us none,*' she replied with a 
smile, ** .we have seldom an oppor- 
tunity of extending relief to those who 
may stand in need of it — ^here we are 
iihut out alike from the extaces and 
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miseries of the world ; and, in retire* 
inenl,enjoy every thing which can render 
our existence, on this spot at least, 
supportable : I once lived in the capi- 
tal — the first part of my life was passed 
there. I was then surrounded by lux- 

iiry ? I «xchstoged it, ot t«venty> ior con- 
tent, which, since tiiat period, 'I have 
never ceased to enjoy. Our only child 
you saw in the cart; Adela is the 
comfort of our lives ; and while we 
exist, her happineiis will be dur only 
care/* 

^' Adela entered, as the last words of 
her mother reached me ? '^ how is our 
invalid," she continued to her daugh- 
ter. ^' I have left her at last," she re* 
plied, '^ but it was not till my further 
attendance was unnecessary that I did 
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SO ; she is now in a profound slumber, 
which I hope wiH restore her." I 
now desired to see her. "The little 
rest she has had," replied she, " re- 
quire* that her repose should remain 
undisturbed; and the motion which 

- your appearance would cause, might 

again throw her into a state worse than 
any that have preceded it." I was 
acquiescent perforce. " You must 
submit,'* said the elder lady, " to the 
necessity of suspense; you have only 
to pray that that may not be long." 
With an ill grace I complied. " Are 
you," at length cried I, after amusing 
IsolBnce of a quarter of an hour — " are 
you ever under any apprehensions for 
1^ tfie banditti, who, I have been toW, 
,H*infest this forest?" "Never;" she re- 
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pliod — " they are cautious of approach- 
ing our habitation, and more so of 
injuring us in any manner. We have 
not had above three visits from any of 
the gang in small parties, and then 
only* through necessity on their part. 
These visits were for shelter — twice 
from the elements, and ouce as a re- 
fuge from the officers of justice, who 
were in close pursuit of them. They 
concealed themselves in our cellar, 
taking us into it with them, as hostages 
for their sincerity. They were safe 
there ; though the officers were very 
strict in the search, they could not 
discover the entrance, which is, indeed , 
very artfully concealed. . For this. piece . 
of service which we then rendered 
them, though inyo\vxwXa.c^ o^ ^m^ ^^^^^ 
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I believe we are indebted for their for- 
bearance* We, have never had a visit 
from them since, though that is sixteen 
years ago. Their haunts h*e in the 
middle of the forest, and the scenes 
of their depradations on the other side ; 
so we now consider ourselves as safe. 
Bdt pray, tell me, do we owe your com- 
pany to their villany?^ I explained 
my isituation with regard to the robbers, 
and likewise their persecutions of 
Victoria and mj'self. My recital 
sieemed 'to interest tbem at least, but 
the part where I detailed my situation 
after my escape, excited their commis- 
seration. ** How fortunate'* said the 
old lady, ** was the circumstance 
which led my husband to the spot, 
wbetB he found you ! How many 
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perhaps, have perished under similar 
distressing circumstances !" She now ^ 
begged I would retire to repose, of 
which I began to be in need^ and I ac- 
cordingly took leave of them for the 
night. The birds roused me from my 
slumbers almost ere the sun had touch- 
ed the neighbouiing hills, I arose Avith 
it, and met the farmer in the adjoining 
room, who was preparing for liis ^ai]y 
labour, fortifying himself with a break- 
fast which would have been sufficient, 
at least, for my principal moal for a 
week ; which having accomplished, he 
took leave of me, and departed for the 
field, telling his wife he should return 
lat the usual time. I took a book from 
a small shelf which decorated the par- 
lour, and bad just takeix a ^eidX^ n^V^'s:! 
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Victoria entered the room. — I seized 
her hand. ** AVhat do we not owe 
these good people,'* cried she " for 
this meeting. Lately, when I cast my 
eyes on you for the last time, what a 
pang went to my heart as I took 
leave of you in that look. Now we 
meet again, and happy — ** She could 
say no more, but sunk upon the seat 
to which I led her, lost for a moment 
in wonder Ht our dehverance. I was 
happy in the contemplation of her 
seeming felicity, but not in my own 
reflecting. We were about to enter 
a world, on which we had less to de- 
pend, than^oue of its lowest inhabit- 
ants : we were friendless and de'-'^i- 
tute — likely to be persecuted by' he 
father on tlie one hand, and by po- 
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veriy on the other, which bis mrelent- 
iDg fury would contrive to render more 
irksome. For myself I felt no uneasi- 
ness, but to see a being who had left 
her home, parent, birthright, every 
thing to share the fortunes of one, 
whose onFy estate was oDtamished 
honour, and <mly dq^endance labour, 
was an lAei then almost insupportable. 
The sombre cast of my reflections, 
bad quite absorbed me, and I scarcely 
recognised surrounding objects. *^ Me- 
lancholy is contageous, I jbelieve,'* 
cried she, to me at length, *' for you 
bsae infected me; Ihave just recol- 
lected, that when we reach Venice, 
we hove not a h<mie." A tear stood 
m her eye, I kissed it off, jindl covAd 

..^ Vol. IV, c 
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.at that moment have died contented. 
,.1, was so affected at the few simple 
'Words wfaich^sbe had pronounced, that 
I thought I had lived out all my hap- 
/piness^ and I wished to die. *' Alas !" 
thought I, "how unfortunately con- 
•genial are our ideas." Hope^ how- 
ever, succeeding, sfHcd a picture be- 
fore me if -not glittering in brilliance, 
at least disclosing happiness through 
:a few clouds in the fore ground, which 
stiM ebscured it. I endeavoured, ho w- 
ever,to raise -spirits in Victoria which 
il» didicot feel myself. ^ We will leave" 
said I, ^^ this house as soon as possible, 
our return to Venice must be as secret 
as we can make it. I have money 
sufficient Uy our sustenance for at least 
six months." '' And I," returned she 
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with vivacity, *^ did not leave the 
castle without secaring a sufficiency 
for every possibility/' She now drew a 
small packet from her pocket, and 
emptying the . contents of it upon the 
table, shewed me a variety of valuable 
rdicks, which, through all her difficult 
ties, she told me she had preserved 
A beautiful portrait, set in diamonds, of 
her mother, was among the number 
of her trinkets, and which was by far 
the most valuable of them I took pos- 
session -of, with a determination, if 
possible, of preserving it -, but this she 
declared she would not consent to, as 
the necessity for appropriating to our 
own use was now become too urgent 
to deliberate upon the deUcacy^ or 
propriety of disposing o( it. And tot 
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.mother's charge to her i^hen she ^e- 
iivered 4t into her keeping, was to 
preserve it as adower, which necessity^ 
isome time or ^tb^,- might require her 
to make vse oC^ We packed up our 
.treasures ia the aioit fnrivate and care- 
fill maiHMp» aad aeetug them about ns, 
me det^miueil ob leaving our hosfMJh 
table es^ertainers the sueceeditig morn- 
ing ^ and accordingly, when our kiud 
hostess skgsan ^i|ered the room Sa 
which we were sitting, we discloatd 
our inteutioB ^ our determined assur* 
anceSt however, were necessaiy, to 
conyinoe her that oqr resolution wais 
unalteiable» and we were persecuted 
the whole day by the entreaties of every 
bran<?h of the family to prolong our 
stay beyond the time we Jiad men* 
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tioned ; but my resolutkm was tak^n. 
I felt, an unoQoquerable v^eraion to 
Itving any loager than was absolutely 
necessary OQ the bouuty and liben^ty 
of people, to whom an offer of reeom- 
pcn<K> ^uiottUl have" beea punful and 
msulting*. ^kod, in reply to their so^^ 
lioitatioQS and offers of service, I only 
b^ged the loan of a horse to carry 
Victoria to the next town, which they 
told me was only tiiree leagues distant. 
This they willingly agreed to; and 
we left them the next morning) with 
every expression of graftitude <Hi my- 
part, which the deep sense of the obU« 
gatiom I owed them, wonlii' dictate, 
and on their 's, a warm, and! affectionate 
farewell. They had, instead <^ one, 
a&rded us two horses, to^hec vdv^ 
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a m&n, who followed us on a third, and 
who: they told US wonld be a guard 
and guide^ through the intricacies of 
the wood; We reached our pJace in 
safety, and after rewarding our guide 
for - the hberality of hb tnuatcr, axid^ ^ 
his own civility, welefthiin to return, 
aod pursued our journey; having de- 
termined to exert ourselves in order to 
reach a small town, a league from 
where Ive had arrived. This place we 
reached in safety, atid having provided 
proper accommodations for our joumey 
the ensuiflfg day, we retired to rest. 
Early^ the next morning, we set for- 
ward oh Our joumey, and had relie& 
of horses, till on the evening of the 
third day from the time we left 'Ae 
forest we Altered Vienna. My fin* 
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care^ after we had provided ourselvea ' 
with lodgings,- at a good retired* house, 
was to commence a search after an old * 
friend of mine, ^ who had' formerly been' 
my tutor, but who had found tlia church ' 
more profitable than the school, and 
had accordingly turned priest, under 
the auspiees of a nobleman,- his friend^- 
andtvas now become an vAbb6» I ac« 
cordingly waited upon-' hiai> having 
previously' gained Victoria's consent to 
the mefasure. As it wa« evening, I^ 
found the holy man engaged at vespers,^ 
and having waited till he was at liberty* - 
brought htm with me to o«r lodgings. 
The rights were performed^ aud he 
left us to our meditations. Though f. 
was lii^py at the idea of- having for 
ever secured to myself U19 ftttujlest ho)j^ 
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of my exietence, I was not wUhout my 
uneasy reflections. X bad learnt froia 
xsj friei^, the Abb6r that the noise 
which ouv joint disappearance bad 
caused in Venice, was, by no means 
iuGonsiderable. Though it was attri«- 
buted to the true cause by the^majority 
of the people who heard it, yet, so 
great was the power of the old County 
that no one dared, within his bearing, 
express their ^real idea of the circum* 
stance. Among those,^ however, over 
whcMoOr bis influence apd power did not 
extend, the imprisonment of his daugh- 
ter, — and the seizure, if not murder of 
myself, appeared to be the prevailing 
opinion. These conclusions^ however, 
were not drawn, from the facts, ^icb 
had transpiredt but from those which 
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were supposed, but they all fully cori- 
demtied in proportion to the different 
^agrees of guilt which were ascribed 
to him. 

I treasured these obserFations up in 
any memory, and soon discovered that 
they were fouuded on reality, and t 
had every reason to suppose that they 
had but anticipated the truth, and that 
my death, or perpetual imprisonment 
would have been the consequence of 
my longer delay in leaving the old 
building in the wood. We had lived 
a month in our present abode, when^ 
one evening, as we were sitting at the, 

■ • 

window of our principal apartment,' 
we observed, on the opposite side of thd 

street^ two rough-looking meib iu 

« . . . ■ . 

C5 
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earnest observation, apparently direct-^ 
ing their r^ards towards us. Seizing 
a fevourable opportunity when they 
were not observing us, we lefk the win- 
dow, but I planted myself in such a 
manner that I was able to keep a scro- 
ti nizing glance upon them. They ap'* 
peared surprised when they again cast 
their eyes towards the spot where we 
bad set, and discovered that we were 
gone. They looked at each other for 
a moment, and crossing the road they 
knocked at our door, and my wife com*- 
manded the servant to answer the ap* 
peal. "Pray," said one of them, to 
the girl as she opened the door, ^' Does 
the Signor di Almerini Altbenstein live 
here ?" I was not apprehensive of, the 
fpiVs reply. She did not know that di 
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Aithenstein was my name3 And accprd-*' 
ingly answered m the negative, and he* 
left ^ the- house, apparently ill- 8atifiiied> 
with the result of his inquiries. I now 
began to consider of the propriety 06 
changing my. preseat abode* This waa 
slightly opposed by my wife^whodid 
not appear to entertain the same dread 
of her father's discovery of our resi- 
dence that J did. I had not informed 
her of the circumstances which bjBid 
transpired respecting his intentions to« 
wards me, which I had gathered from 
a variety of persons who had heard hini 
utter his sentiments respecting our 
elopement^ now we were no longer in 
his power. These I had not disclosed 
to h^nbut without doing so, I repeated 
" my intentions of removing in so 
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remptory and decisive a tone, that she 
QO longer opposed, my resolatioa of 
doing so. I accordingly engaged a 
house stiiU more ret;ired thait the one 
we bad quitted, and: haviag taken pos* 
session of it» contsHmsii m jsdlf as once 
more safe* * 
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CHAPTER XVIII 



Soon after this removal I obtained a 
situation of a friend, of secrecy and 
profit, whoi knowing the circumstances, 
under which I laboured, had exerted 
himself with success in procuring it for 
me. The ten years which I passed in 
this house were the most tranquil and 
ba|4>y of my life. I still recollect 
. them with a sigh, as they afford a con- 
trast to those which have succeeded. 
Doring this period^ however, I had the 
ftlicity of sevei^ additions to my fa« 
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mily. A most unexpected interrup-* 
tion of my happiness, . however, wa» * 
preparing for me. It was the festival^ 
of St. Mark>,aiid I had taken the whole 
of my &mily out upon the -Rialto, ta^ 
view the busy soene .^which presented-: 
itself to the eye on every side* Even- 
ing had began to cast her sable mantle 
over the whole sur&ce of the surround**' 
ing country, and we were about taretorb^v 
when a party of Bacchanalians, who had 
just landed from a gondola, surrounded* 
us, and in language which bespoke* 
them of the lowest/order, swore' they 
would accompany us home. Td this 
I was very loth to assent, but as keep* 
ing them in play I thought would be 
the safest method I could pursue, I de* 
termined on humouring them till I 
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could dip from their unwelcome com- 
pany. Taking our younger childien 
in our arms, and desiring the servant to . 
walk before us with the others^ I moved 
on with my little trpop^ M/d had just 
reached a wide street within a short 
distance of my house, when I saw one 
of the masks draw from beneath hia 
dress a short poniard^ and apparently, 
drawing himself as near to me as he 
possibly could> without exciting obser*. 
vation by a too great eagerness* I waa 
upon my guard, and turning round, I 
approached him, apparently without 
any idea of his intention. This some- 
what deranged the plan he was pursu- 
ing. I now gave the child I was car^ 
» ... 

rying to my wife. I fell behind^ and 
seizing the dagger which I wore i^e** 
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neath my coat, I left the party to as- 
certain if their object was mysetf. I 
soon found out that their aim was di- 
rected towards me, for the whole party, 
except two, who continued following 
my wife, turned, and staggered after 
me. I had reason, as I proceeded, to 
think that their inebriation was affected, 
and this idea alarmed me more than the 
appearance of the dagger, I turned 
another street, and agam in a direc* 
lion in which I supposed I should meet 
my wife, as the proceedings of those 
who continued following her, might 
perhaps not meet my ideas. I knew 
the street so well, that in two minutes 
I had her again in view. I now quick- 
ened my pace, and was soon by her 
side, ^ This babe shall be mine," 
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cried one of the robbers as I approadi- 
ed behind^ sei^iog it as he spoke, *< or 
this dagger yours ; your dastardly pro« 
lector, as be will perhaps call himself, 
has left yott to oar care, we must there* 
fore ease you of some^ part of your 
bfirden/' seizing the child with one 
arm, he hdd the dagger to her bosom 
with the other. I drew my trusty 
steel from my bosom, smd plunged it 
to his heart, and he fell upon the 
ground. *• Take him," cried a voice 
which I immediately recollected to be 
that of the old Count, the father of my 
wife.. "Oh! my father!" screamed 
my Victoria, throwing herself at hia 
feet. *• OflF," cried he, and he spurned 
her firom him ; " seize this wretch, he 
has added murder to ingratitude^ we 
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will rid the earth of a villain who has' 

§ 

disgraced humanity in every action of^ 
his in£BimoQs life/* 

Half a dozen of his myrmidons ap^ 
proached, to execute the orders of their 
tyrant — *^ Fly T* I exclaimed to my 
wife, ^' lest a father die his hands in the 
blood of his children. — *^ Ahneriene !'' 
exclaimed she, and sunk in my arms. 
What words can paintthe distress which 
I, at that wretched moment felt: I ea- 
gerly looked round ta seek for pity.— 
Perhaps, thought I» I may find it even- 
on the lace» of our murderers. Teven 
thought the stones sliould weep. I 
might as soon have expected to have * 
seen tears flow from the flinty hearts of ^ 
the pebbles, as from the eyes of the mis- 
creants by whom I was surrounded^.' 



:-* 
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The father of my wife was the first to 
attempt to seize me. " Wretch V* said 
he, " are you not content with destroy* 
ipg my peace of mind — are you not 
content with plantinfi^ poison in the bo^ 
som which fostered you, but you must 
add murder to ingratitude ; the laws of 
Venice shall condemn you to a punish- 
ment which shall satiate even me/' I 
staggered ; my wiie sunk upon the pare*^ 
ment, and a grin of contempt and ma-> 
lice came across the features of my per- 
secutors. I reeled towards'the wall, and 
fecovering the^ strength which had al« 
most deserted me, I placed myself 
agamst it,, and presenting my dagger^I 
dared them to attack me. The old 
Count burst into an hy steric laugh, and 
drew his sword. I could not prevail u^ 
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OB myself to annihilate one» who, though 
he was tiie author of all my misery, was, 
at the same time, author of all the hap-^ 
IHoesft whieh I had ever experienced, 
though I bad bim at that moment com* 
pletnely in my power;, I struck him,. 

therefore to the ground with the arm 
which was disengaged, and again placed 
myself in a positicHi of defence. — ^ Re^ 
venge the death of Almagro !" said he,, 
as he lay acrosa the body pf his fallen 
myrmidon, ^* by taking his assassin 
a]i?6.'' They prepared to do as be de- 
sired them, and rushing towards me 
on air sides, I received many wounds, 
though all so slight, that! scarcely felt 
them; they had, however, accomplished 
their purpose : I defended myself for a 
considerable time, and had lain two at 
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my feet, when, fdint with loss o& Mood, 
I dropped on the ground by the side of 
xny wife, and all sensation forsook me. 
I was, however, soon restored to ani* 
mation by the rpugh usage of the rob- 
bers (for they were all robbers and as^ 
sassins in the pay of the Count), who, 
I found, on returning to tny senses, 
were leading one by the arms. I strug* 
gled to free myself; it was, however, a 
useless effort.— *•• Wretches!'* said 1— 
^♦wbere is my wife?** — « Safes** re- 
turned the Count, who stood by, view- 
ing, apparently, with great self-com- 
placency, the scene before him, '^safe,*' 
vepeiited he-^^^ Mfe from the snares tX 
a murderer and a seduder/**~^ Restore 
■her to me,'* returned I, " end I wHIdie 
to glut your vengeance with the blood 
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whicb shall flow from the veins of jour 
child." ^* Were you not the property 
of your country, I would revenge my 
own wrongs in your heart's blood ; but 
.1 shall see it flow, drop by drop, till the 
last lingering struggle which you makie 
extinguishes my rage/' 

Valerio shuddered at the words of the 
narrator — ^^ Could such a man, indeed, 
exist ?'' demanded he. ^^ He does ex- 
ist! he even now engages the first 
ofiicers of the state, though blacken- 
ed with crimes that demand linger- 
ing tortures upon his head; he is, 
indeed, a villain— one, who, if justice 
were greater than power, would expiate 
bis life upon the scaffold, though that 
life were an hundredfold.** '' Proceed 
iwlh your narration,' ' said Valerio— 
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*^ The end^ of public justice demand, 

that such a wretch should not exist ! — 

Though he has power, Venice has 

laws." — "Venice has laws,-r-" returned 

Althensteiu," but he has the execution 

.of them. I need say no more/'*— 

*** Enough T'' replied Valeric, **I com- 

vjprehiand you— proceed." A gag was 

now. placed in my mouth.— ^* We must 

j^ure your silence,'' said he, as he 

gave orders for its being placed there 

-^" I have secured, the future obedience 

of one whom you call your wife. How 

iar she shall bear from me by force, she 

Jias done it from me by choice." " He 

now motioned for our following him>: 

This we did impaediately. I became 

passive, and they led me after the fa* 

ther of my wife, bound as a criminal 
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going to executton^ for protecttog his 
daughter/' — ^ Heavens !*' thought I> 
as I vpRoeeededr^^VWhat a pervermu 
U here of (he first principles of bunia. 
. Qity. I hadi however, very little time 
for feflectipo; the insulting . sarcasms 
of the mofo were helped npon me as I 
parsed through the streets which lad tp 
the state prison of the republic. I was 
repQited by the assessore as a danger- 
ous rebelj and that I had ouirdered 
one of the citizens, who was attempt^ 
ing to secure me. I, however, bore 
these aggravated injuries with stoical in* 
difference ; it was not then in my nar 
.ture to endure— but adamant will wear, 
9txd it is equally my nature to sink un* 
dsv misfortunies* The repeated trials 
of my fortitude which I have since bad 
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to 8iistaMi» have worn down the 
of my phjlofophical miifkreUce^ and I 
have rank under fbe repealed attacks 
<)f miffortune. I^ ai lengthy arrived^ 
accompaaiiMl by my btfbaioi» escort, 
at the gaiies 6t the principal prison it 
the reptaUie* and which was used only 
for the cow finttne nt of those nnfbrtw^ 
nat^ who had had the miBfertane t* 
fidl under the diqoleasufe of the -poi0» 
eifii); tftit is to s^gr^^w^re accused of 
ftnMK)tl : there We at length atrived.-^ 
«« We have/' said the Count to the 
gaoler, who opened the gates of tba 
building, which led into tbti outer oOptt^ 
*' a traitor, who has long infected the 
idinds of the people, with wends, tl o 
import of which threatens destractios 
VOL. iv/ D 
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to the state ; I command you to secure 
him io the iowest *of your dungeons. 
I^et him have the fare of *tbe common 
rWretches who starve within your walls«? 
The person addressed shook a bunch of 
keys which, hung -at his girdley and 
there immediately appeared a band of 
wretches almost as yillaoous as their 
deader. ''Seize him !'' cried he to Uiem 
-the«moment they appeard^ <' and let uis 
aecure hin>^foIk>w mel'V He recd- 
4ected^ however, that I was not suffi- 
ciently secured ; and he accordingly or^ 
>deredmie to be blindfolded. He was im* 
mediately obeyed, and I, gagged a& her 
fore, and now blindfolded, was dragged 
4o>the dungeon appropiate exclusively 
ti» traitors. I was secured by means 
^ a large iron ring and bolt^ .to the 
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wall. I was left to my meditations--- 
wretched companions, iddeed ; but 

such as I was • obliged to - enddrci 
Now, thought I, I am arrived surely 

at the yery achme oC my misfor^ 

f;unes. The hate of the Count might 

be satiated by the thought of the pai]gs 

which I now endure^ My Victoria! 

vi^berej iiow, art thou ?— Where are now 

4 

my children ? How dost thou feel the 
loss of a father, .'torn from thee by the 
iiuthle^. arm of power? — ^Sball the 
wrejtcbed and the poor ever be the prey 
o( the great-— and shall the balance of 
justice be ever influenced by the shprt- 
lived wealth, pomp, and splendour of. a 
^itle, bestowed by chance on one. who 
has not even deserved the name of man. 
Bat the humbled Qrimimd^ bound in 
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the^ cokL recesses of subtemuaeaii cod*^ 
finement^ has less to fear tbaa such aif^ 
• tiuiritf.^' Give!^' 1 exclaimed frantic- 
ly— " the torture — the rack*--^vea 
doublethemisery I endurerand I would 
aot change s heart, torn with accnma^ 
latiDg sorrow, for one so racked by re^ 
morse^^and haunted by the pangs* of an 
accusing imaginatidls;. My chSdtisnl 
Jet me see thee again-^let me see thy 
tcmier bosoms clotted with thy blood, 
and^carfBd by the daggers of assassins 
^^et me see thee amiihilated before 
me, and I will fotess the alternative, 
<stbough a sad one, which has perferted 
2llie chsuice of thy loinger esistance, be- 
<eomin|» ,a curse to the unfbrtunate-^-a 
burden to tfaysd^mliyest thou, my 
oahildreiii ever isel^e pangs of Ticissi* 



■i ' ITAUA>r MARAUDBIS. 69 

a— —aai I i i 'i I I gaqBBBPBMMaMagagaga 

tude^ rather than the powers of perse- 
cution/' 

I now began to feel exhausted by the 
mental and corporeal exertion which I 
had undergone ; I threw myself on 
the straw which was placed within 
the reach of my chair^ and ahnost sank 
into a state of inseniHbility. I recol- 
Ject nothing which passed for. several 
hours after my first entering the duni- 
geon. When> however* I recovered in 
some measure the use of my recoUec* 
tion» I discovered a gaoler pf most fero- 
cious aspect standing over me, sprink- 
ling water on my face^ which I found 
had been the means by which I was 
restored to animation. I raised my 
languid eyes towards him with a look 
of entreaty which be understood. The 
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frown which followed my silent appeal 
to his feelings, rendered his dark visage 
more terrible. I raised my band to- 
wards the door, and left the dungeon^' 
locking the door as usually &fter him, 
and I heard the heavy bolts pass into 
their sockets as sounds from a bell toll* 
ing the knell of a dying wretch. I 
fbiind, however, by the light of a tamp 

' ' ■ * 

which'he lieft on his departure, that he 
Had brought my day's miserable allow* 
ance. For sunk, a real prisoner, I had 
no appetite; and I again stretched my- 
self on my straw/' 



. .V . 
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I PASSED three years in this miserable 
coniinementy. without an iocident to 
inark the gloomy monastery of thelong. 
and dreary interval ; I was regulariy 
supplied with the scanty. portion which, 
was allowed for my support, though, in 
fact, it was scarcely sufficient for the- 
purpose, and the gaoler as regularly re** 
tired in sullen silence. I made several • 
attempts to engage an ear for a moment. 
His fidelity to the instruction which he 
had received, would not allow him t» 
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return me more than a monos^^Uable^ 
and I at length abandoned the attempt^ 
and during the last two years of my 

9 

confinement^ I never uttered a word> 
even to the only person whom I saw 
during the period. An incident arrived 
at the expiration of three years> hoW'* 
ever, which altei«d my apparent fatfi^, 
and restored me once more to society 
and to my fiimily. I had passed a long 
and weary day of the happitieas whieh 
had been topQ fron me, when suddenly^ 
I heard the boltf oi my dungeon drawn 
Imck, and my gaoler entered. I was 
surprised i^ this^ it being at an unusual 
h&of^f-rm^^ You will prepare yourself for 
^^^^ ^ Death !'^ inteirupted I-^'' wilt 
ittgly shall I do so.^' ^ Not quite so 
bad as that» yet,'* replied be^ saicasti* 
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caU/t ^^ bul; the periodp perhaps^ is not 
far distant" 

'* Oh Heavens I hasten it then 1'* 
replied I, and I threw myself on the 
stranr which I before told yon lay m 
the dungeon. ^' Prepare 1" continued 
he» '^ for your trial.— -At midnight yow 
will be confronted with your accusers.'' 
He laughed aloud, and left me. I waa 
invulnerable to brutality^ and the scoffa 
of this wretch I did not feel. I wat 
only alive to the idea that my suffisri 
ings would soon be at an end. How 
anxiously did I ^expect the ' moment.' 
<^ In three hours/' thought I, ^^ I shall 
be with my persecutors. I slowJyi 
counted the minutes o'er, till m length 
the clockj which was iu the Qouit^ Uadn; 
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rtruck the hour of twelvie, and nay 
igaoler a{>peared. " Follow me," said 
he. I feebly rose from my miserable 
bed to obey him. We lei); the dungeon, 
and passing '^through several caverns 
and passages, we Arrived at length in 
'a large hall, where were assembled a 
!ai*ge body of ^Venetian nobility, at 
leftist such I supposed them to be. Pre- 
v^ibusly, however, to my being con*- 
ducted to my place, I was taken to a 
small chamber, and a long robe thrown 
over me, which completely concealed 
my whole figure, and a large cawl 
placed over my head, and enveloped 
my face.. I was then conducted to the 
place appointed for the criminals, and 
the gaoler whispered me to remove my 
Goveritig at my peril. I was deter* 
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minedj ^however^ should occasion ofiert 
not to regard his suggestion^ and, I 
therefore, seated myself as desired, per* 
fectly indifferent as to the event. The 
diarges exhibited against me, were 
read ; in them I was accused of trea- 
son and murder. The Count di 
was the Prosecutor, in the name of the 
State. To all these proceedings, and 
the questions put to me, I was per- 
fectly indifferent. Three hours had 
already been occupied in the consider-^ 
ation of the punishment due to my 
crimes, at length the Count was called 
upon to depose as to his individual 
knowledge of the affair. He rose from 
his place. — "Justice to myself," said 
he bowing, ^^ and to the general wei- 
llare of the republic^ has induced in 9 
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to bH^g before the tribimal of my brio^ 
ther . Seoatorsi » wrotcht whose least 
crim^ stamps btm a villaia indeed. Tig 
yet in the memoi^y of .some of. you^ 
that bis father expeiienced the lenitfr 
of the Stato> and though attainted lp& 
crimM of a nature less black than hia 
son, remorse brought him to that grave 
from winch the mercy of tiiis meeting 
spared htm. Here> before you, stand 
ihe son of ihat mistaken man, covered 
with crimes. In your bosoms, mercy, 
though at all times predominant, must 
ftckuowledge that her aids are in vain. 
To spare a wretch, whose ingratitude 
imd treachery, first sought to rob 
y^nice of its rights, and afterwards 
murdered those who sought to withr 
4iaw him fi;;om himself, ..and from the 
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eommiBsion of additional crhnes. f 
have already proved him a traitor. I 
will now prove him a murderer.— I 
opposed his arm when he first strdck 
the unfortanate man ; I feU with the 
weight ^of the blow^ and his second 
thrust was more successful. His vic- 
tim fell to rise no more." 

A burst of indignation fell from 
the whole assembly — " wretch !*' was 
echoed from -every part of the Court 
'^Well/' continued the County as soon 
as the inurmur had subsided^ ^'may 
your bosoms feel enraged at the bare 
mention of such atrodties^— -the out 
prit, who stands beforie y ou^ is thai 
abandoned murderer I — ^Let the mmiy 
witnesses of the deed be escamined h^ 
ioFe hifl»~0trike bini dumb with terrt>r 
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>9nd remorse. He will see that even 
misery itself^ could not suggest any 
thing in paliation of such crimes.*' 
^f Let the criminal be taken back to 
his dungeon/' exclaimed the Doge^ 
Vfho was seated on his throne of state^ 
^y Wje will consider this affair at out 
leisure." My persecutor cast a look 
of sarcastic triumph at me» as th^ 
gaoler led me from the court^.and. X 
was again conducted to my dungeon, 
and left to my soul's harrowing reflec- 
tions. I promised myself little from 
the justice of the co^rt I had just 
quitted. I might have appealed tq 
the stones, and l^ave obtained equal 
]^ress» I now found myself cooh 
pletcly in the pgvyei: x)f my. most ia^'^ 
pl^i^le eueiny* /' It W:^/' Ijreflfcted, 
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** of little importance^ whether I died* 
on the scaflfold, or in my dangeon^ I 
was convinced that the period of one 
or the other was not far distant : my 
weak. and emaciated state, spoke loudly 
thy approaching end. I was either way 
certain of my fate, and I summoned 
my utmost fortitude to meet with cc»n- 
posure, at least, a doom that appeared 
inevitable. " But my children !'* 
sighed I — '^ and you, my Victoria, 
shall I never again behold you ?«— 
never! never! again hold the dear 
pledges of our love to my heart ! I 
shall here lay down ah existence which- 
I'VKould only wish to preserve for your 
sakes.'' I had, however, scarcely 
finished this apostrophe, when the 
j^oorof my prison^ was again oi^iied^ 



£4 ITALIAN MARAUDERS^ 



m 



and a stranger appeared so completely 
muffled ap, that I could not discern a 
feature of his face. '' Follow me/' he 
said, the moment he entered the dun* 
geon. With all the alacrity I was 
eapable of I prepared fo obey. . We 
proceeded through a long passage^ 
opposite the one I first entered, and ^ 
by which I had been conducted to 
the Hail of miscalled j ustice. Through 
this we proceeded, till arriving at the 
termination, we descended a few steps* 
The exertion of stepping down them^. 
however, was too great, and I leant 
against the wall for support. *' Your 
weakness,'' said my guide, (the mo« 
ment he perceived the situation in 
which I was placed,} '^ may be the 
ruia <)f: us; I piay you, conquer, if 
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possible, this debility^ or we may both 
be involved in one fate— -take my arm/' 
I did as he desired me, and we again 
proceeded. A door, to the right of 
the place on which we were standings, 
appeared, and my kind conductor ap- 
plying a key to it, it yidded to his 
efforts. We descended, and again' pro- 
ceeded along* an extended cavern of 
amazing size. My friend, having first 
secured the door by which we entered. 
The chill lur, which I now began to 
inhale, told me we were near an en* 
trance. This idea, added to the ex« 
hiiireting influence of the fresh breeze» 
enabled me to proceed with redoubled 
alacrity. My guide perceived the 

■ 

effect which these circumstances had 
on my spirits. ^ We are/' said he^ 
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? near an ooUet, You will soon be 
restored to the arms of the family from 
which you have been;] sd long and sa 
cruelly separated." " Shall I/' I ex^ 
olaimed In a rapture of surprise aiul 
deljght, <* be again restored to them I 
shall I again press my Victoria to myr 
bosoiQ, who has been the willing, and 
the unwilling cause of all my happiness 
and all my misery. 

/' Restrain your transports/' said he^ 
'' we are not safe^ eren now I hear a 
footstep/' I held my breath and listen-^ 
ed — the appalling sounds rtruck my: 
ear. *' Is it you Roberto/' ssud avoice- 
familiar to my recollection. My com-^ 
panion replied in the affirmative.*— 
*^ Who accompanies you/' again de- 
inanded. the. first speaker. ^' All ifr 
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welU" returned my guide. After a 
short pause the intruder turned and 
took the lead, bidding us follow clos0 
behind' him. This we did, and we 
i6on oomo to on angle in the wall, which 
led down a narrow flight of steps. Up 
Ijiese the wind rushed in gusts of such- 
force as almost to impede our further 
progresar. '* Conceal the glare of youK^ 
lamp/' said the man who had joined 
u^ « the light will betray us to the 
<ientinal above. The batUements of the 
tower on which he is stationed, com* 
mands a view of this spot/' I was 
alarmed at this intelligence. " We 
may, perhaps," I whispered to mysdf/ 
" even now be discovered, and all my 
fend hopes crushed within Ate short 
hour that raised them." We reached 
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the landiag-place at the fiEX)t of the 
stairs^ aad I heard the water rushing 
at my feet. Z stilly however^ had my 
apprehensions as to the intentions of 
uay apparent fiieads. '^ I^'^ thought 
I^ '' treachery is their object^ I may^ 
bid adieu ta a wodd in tvinch I haver 
found nothing but misery^ withont the. 
least satiaiisu^tion. But," whispered the 
fond batterer— Hope, ^ why should 
they he disguised^ if treachery is tfa^ 
object, why should it be concealed from 
the world. I am already condemned.. 
Public execution would rid the world 
of me; with as much facUity as a con* 
cealed and private one, the event of 
either will be the greatest happiness I 
can attain." These alignments within 
myself, served but to raise my confirr 
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4ence in my apparently friendly deli* 
TCFersu •* Where can Pietro be with 
the boat?'* whispered my first friend; 
*' 1 directed him/' replied the other> 
^ to draw the vessel some distance from 
faence^. lest it» appearance at this spot 
should excite su^ieion^" '* Right," 
returned Roberto, '^ but» hark, I hear 
the slow movements of his oars, he H 
stealing ^ong the surface of the w^ter, 
closisf under the wall.'' ^' I hear him," 
replii^d his companion. ^' Retire into 
the recesi, and shew him your lamp 
f6f a moment. The night is so dark 
he will not be able to distinguish the 
pliKe." Th^ other did as desired, and 
the boat; slowly af^roached the fissures 
which the gtard of the lamp had 
eiftiUed kita' t(» descnr. We stepped 
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into it in silence, and I left the outlet 
which had conducted me once more to 
liberty. In about^u quarter of an 
hour we were rowed ashore, and I was 
])anded from the vessel by the person 
who had joined my mysterious guide 
aod myself in the passage of the pti^ 
son. As soon as we were safe* ashoi^^ 
he embraced me with apparent trans* 
port. '* In the name of heaven^"' 1 
exclaimed, *' who are you.^* ** Yoiir 
friend, though once your enein;^,*' re- 
turned he, in a voice which Ftaow re- 
cognised to be that of my pertecutor^s 
son and my brother. I started and 
broke from him with sentiments of the 
most contending nature, joy and mils- 
trust s^tated me. I had always known 
him for one in whom the just might 
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place a confidence^ but I bad likewise 
found in bim one wbo was open to the 
machination^ of the designing and the 
malevolent. I now doubted whether 
he was my most sincere friend or my 
iliost inveterate enemy. '< Tancred^" 
I exclaimed^ '.' forgive me if I do not 
participate in the pleasure* wbtch you 
probably experience in this meeting. 
you. were among those who three 
yean since attempted my death, tell 
mc are ypH now. the means of my re- 
storation to life >'* ^' To doubt is toi 
insult, me,** he returned, ^ my actions 
. |nust plead for themselves. Your wife 
waits for you in the most anxious ex- 
pectation ; did I not know that I de- 
served your mistrust, I would now 
punish your suspicions with a tenfold 
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▼etigeance.-^Bixt my reTeoge shall be 
. to make reparation.'* I gra8|^ his 
hand, but I could not speak. '^ Hasten,** 
he continued, ^' let me introduce yOil 
to your poor Victoria. We passed 
through several streets* m sttlence. Af 
length I exclaimed, somewhat redo^ 
vering my scattered idas^ '* Tancred^ 
is your sister—^ my Victoria in per- 
fect healtk" '' She is/' returned he, 
<' but — but not quite frec^from the aax* 
iety which is insepamUefrom such att 
occasion* But you will be enabled to 
convince yourself, hasten with me. 
Yott are surrounded by your fnends, 
apd will soon be by your tumly.*' We 
^ai length arrived at the house in which 
I had three years before left all the ties 
whicb-uature held dear in my bosom. 
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^^IPy a|^p€ftraDc^ vfiM not ajarifi your 
wifej yours ms^j. S)id4eDJoy xpfty be^ 
laore fatal tb»n the- yearp pf. spfrovp^ 
Vhichshfi: ha3 OLggn^ucedL!' I couht 
aot but ackiv^l^dge the justness of 
t^ obseGFistAW» aod be left me ap4 
riiri^edup 8taiijsf« HowanxiQUsIy wag 
iQ^upied dwiog thi^ iotierval» ia }ioa- 
giaiiigto.mywilf the.pleasure^tlie trans- 
PQisk^ which a fosr iihort xopipeots would ^J 
.affi)iKl%ma, . At length he re-app^red« 
• " Y'QJw: wife,- ' said he, ,". would hav(^ 
followed me to.you^ but .my persua* 

sioas prevented Jb^er. FaUow me, how-* 1^ 

>'* 

ever, and you s^hvU agai^ be happy ./^' '■ 
I ascended the staUss, And. opening tbC^i 
door, I was. clasped to the bosom of 

..¥DL.JV. s 
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mjnvife. We were each of us 3peech>i- 
Jes8. I led hfer, h<nre¥er^ to a chsur^ 
and baring seated her in one, I threw 
myself in andther, ati4 sat gazing on 
her countenance vainly endeavouring 
to express the-feelkigs of rapture and 
delight wbk:h gave ^n dnimaticMfto my 
every gestureand action. - 4Surpnse4md 
joy for a moment got the better of gra* 
titude, but when somewtet recomertd, 
I turned to the authdf of my uitto:- 
pecited happiness, and M^ith teaA9 from 
a far different source than those I had 
lately shed, express how much I felt 

m 

myself indebted to him. " You^ may 
suppose I was not sufficiently collected 
to inquire the reason of my strange 
-emancipation. The succeeding day, 
however, disclosed the whole. Tan- 
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<red^ from the first moment^ as he sup* 
posed^ of my ^elopement, had sworn a% 
enmity against me, whieh time had 
tended to streiji^ben faliier than dimi- 
nish. To the represantations of those 
3Df my IHendsii wha^ interfered, he was 
complfgbdy deaf. To his fitther, when 
irikiDg. of reyenge, he gave his whole 
ait^ntioQ^ and was finally so wcought 
.(ft-}ihe puipsse of the vindictiye old 
joomm that hie t^pnsidered any means of 
pttniaybiing me ast a virtuous effort to ye* 
lyeugejijlke disgrace which the hoftpur 
of his 1>ouse h^d si^er^d fnxn the ma- 
chinations of a.yillain. He assisted in 
:«uggesting the plan which had procured 
my. first confinement among the ban- 
ditti. From these it was intended I 
should never escape. Providence, how- 
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ever, bad . interposed. Circumstances 
bad rendered' the confinement of Vic- 
toria, foin a short period^ necessary. 
She had by acddent, ats I before related, 
contrived to dSfoct our joint deliver- 
ance, 

This^ when tlie old Count discovered- 
it, nearly drove him to difirtraction. 
That the very means he had taken td 
separate us, should be the means of 
iassisting our uniony was more than hia 
proud spirit could' bear. What he 
before wanted in determined persecu- 
tbn, he now amply made up in the 
most settled malice. My brother was 
Jiot. wanting in wishes for an ample 
reven^ He was, in disguise, one 
of the party who attacked my family 
iathe stieeta en- the memorable night 
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in which I was c<Miducted to prison. 

■ 

He waSt howeyer* pne of rthose who 
followed my wife. The sijght of his 
Bister in <iislre8s,» awakened all his ten* 
derest emotions. While I was being 
conducted away by his inflexible father* 
be followed atyiififorUiniite wife# «aid 
when she drew neAr the streit^ in 
which we livecfj^th^y pretetaded^to leaT« 
^r, but it Was ooJIy a feint. Tancred 
held her in view till i»He reached the 
house. Casting lier eyes liroundj tshet 
ibr the first time, discovered that her 
{pursuers had left her. Almost involun** 
tarily turning, she retraced her steps to 
ihe place, where she had left toe, and 
the brigands who had attadced me. On 
again reachii^ Uie unfortunate spot, 
she could not :^rceive «qy one near 
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who could gi?e her the least informa- 
tion as to my fate. The blood of the 
Villain I had slain^ yet marked the 
place, and the pavement was stained 
with the crimson torrent which had 
dtiieed from the heart of the wretch; 
She turned firoin the kight; in dismay^ 
ttnd tbddng wiA an agoftised glance 
tipon tfKd cfaildreD by Imt side, hurried 
again' towtfrdial home. Tancred saw 
Ihe whole of this scene^ and a pang 
shot through his lieart. He desired 
his companion to leave him, and fol- 
lowing bis sister, he joined her at the 
moment she was entering the house. 
Her agitation prevented her recogni- 
jring liim. He seized her hand, which 
she withdrew with a look of horror. 
He now threw off his disguise. *' Vic* 
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toria>'' said he^ ^' the unhappy Taa« 
ored solioits your forgiveness." As be 
pronounced these words> he threw his 
mask from his face, and his cloak from 
his shoulders, and dropped on h|S 
kqees before my astonished wife. *' Mjr 
brother!" excl$k)med she, casting..^ 
look of rage and j[>ity at the ^ 
jiect before be{, .'^can the murderer 
of my husband cI|um.foi;giyeDes8 from 
me I" She turned from him. And tal|- 

ff 

ing her children with her, rushed to 
the apartment we were usedto .occupy. 
Her. brother did uot atteiQpt to intro- 
duce himself again that evening, but 
the succeeding day brought him into 
her presence^ His efforts, bpwever, 
to reinstate himself in the good opinion, 
of Victoria, were completely unsuc- 
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tessfdl^ aiBd be retired, a prey to th^ 

-moat acute remorse -for the part be 

bad acted towards an only sister, and 

'hie eould not help aekiiowtedgiDg that 

her 'conduct towards him was just. 

**^haYe," said be^ ** fobbed her of ^a 

%usbattd'whdm i^e adoi^,-— and^her 

i^dten of a lathed "^b^M ^ tb^y idDl- 

"*fecd. I cahnoti tBerefore, -expect she 

iirtmld bestoV^ ^fer^veii^ss on an ch-^ 

"jtet so re^gnlRvt-to-ber feelings/' On 

%is rettirn^ bome^ lie ^ladeavoured, in 

* iAtti> to p^revail eh his iatber to libefafe 

tee. Tbeeflfeet which 4[his request bad, 

'Mi fbe mSesuble "oM toan^ ^was prdi- 

ductive of the inoift unpteasant conse- 

/qnenees to the less yindietive Tancred» 

"What I'^exckimed the old Count/' aite 

^^ you likewise ^bout to enrol yourself 

■t 
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amotig those whose conduct bus beeh the 
%^aneof my declitring'years? areycmKke* 
Vise become the bbettor of your sistert 
disgrace ?" T^incred, warm as he 
Tiad be€?n in the causfe df honour, "as 
'lie then termed it, was now equally 
warm in the Cau^e of humanity. ' 

** What I" said he— ^" can you, born 
}n power and greiltness, i^oop to see-, a 
near branch of your house depend lor 
subsistence on the charity of strangers 1 

Can the Count de ^'^ see his 

Tiearest connexions pine in misery, attd 
lfi<St afford them a scanty pittance from 
'the overflowings of his wealth. Hfs 
child— once his favoured child^^^tung 
'by poverty and hunger, look on the 
effgprtog of Victoria, and tld her from 
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your doorsy with her finished children 
in her arms 1 — ^Fatheci— -I say^ relent \ 

1 " '' Hold !" cried the Count, 

perhaps stdng at the picture which his 
son described to him;— ^^ You have 
changed your tone^ I think : where, no Wj 
is the honour wh\<ch you yesterday 
boasted of? ^' I have exchanged it^'f 
'^ replied he with quickness, and a look 
that almost pjiepceil the heart of the 
person he was addressing, — ^'for hu- 

« 

manity." '* Then» take your acquisi- 
tion j and bestow on your wretched 
brother-in-law. He will, before v^y 
revenge is complete^ need it all I Gfo, 
yourself, and share the exile of your 
sister. I will not see you again, till 
you are returned to a sense of the duty 
you owe me, aadr. yourself 5 ^way, I 
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say^' seeing Tancred was about to 
f ^Iy> '^' I commaBd ^ sil^at obedience ^ 
instantly quit me." Tancred obeyed. 
From that moment^ till within a few 
days of the present period, he had not 
again seen his father in private. By 
repeated efforts, however, he had at 
length obtained permission to plead 
in extenuation of his conduct to Vic« 
tOFia, and they having,, in some . de» 
gree reconciled her to receive his 
yisits, his liberality had supported my 
wife and family during the long period 
of my confinement. His efforts to 
obtaifl my release, however, were in- 
effectual. He had addressed ,several 
members of the Senate in my behalf, 
but in vain. They all stood in too muqh 
fear of the power irf hisfether- 1-* 
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mteirfere ejBEgcttially with the Doge, in 
opposition to 'the will of the Count., 
When, however^ the long r^arded 
moment for my trial came on, he had 
prepossresed 60 many of ipy Judges in 
my favour, that the acrhnonious acco* 
nations of the Count, were lost on the 
justly informed minds of his col- 
leagues, and I was in -part acqui^tted 
of the fatal charges exhibited against 
itte. I'his so provoked my inveterate 
lenemy, who had espected nothing less 
than an immediate order for my ex- 
ecution, than he determined I should 
not enjoy the lenity of the senate^ 
and, talcing advantage of the condi* 
tional pardon which had been awarded 
me, — ordered the gaoler to secure me 
properly, and detoimined I should con- 
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tinne in confinement till death ridded 
failm of an object so odious to him. 
This resolution came to the knowledgb 
of Tancred ;' he, however, iri his eatly 
youth, having accompanied his fath^ 
1h his official capacity to the dungeons 
of the condemned, had had an oppor- 
tunity of observing the situation of the 
prisons. This opportunity, an ardefh't 
curios'ty had prompted him to talce 
advantage of, and of this knowledge 
he determined to avail himself, and, if 
possible, effect my release. As soon as 
he was convinced that the delermihatioti 
of his father was fixed, he proceeded to 
execute his plan; and having bribed 
the centinel who guarded the small 
postern door which looked into the, 
moat, hehired at>o&t^ arid awaiting a 
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proper opportunity^ landed bis con- 
federate at the appointed place. Tstti- 
cred bad had. the keys of the different 
duQgeons several times in his posses* 
sion^ and taking notice of the formatiOQ 
of that which belonged to- the- on^ 
in which I was confined^ he bad con- 
trived to procure several which nearly 
Trembled it« These he gave to the 
person he had employed in the execu-* 
tion of his project, and who waa like- 
wise well acquainted with the interior 
of the prison, charging him, at the 
same time, to use the utmost dispatch^ 
as well as caution, in the execution 
of the scheme. He himself, took bis 
station within tl^e shade of the low 
portal, beneath which he stood, taking 
the precaution to dispatch the boat 



ITAUAN MASAUDERS. gf 

6ma the 8pot> lest it should be observed^ 
sad create suspicion* The success of 
the scheme I have already informed 
you of. Yon may^ however^ suppose 
I did not long enjoy the happiness of 
ny restoration to liberty. This cha» 
racter^ of which I have already giVen 
you an idea^ precluded the possibility. 
As soon as my escape was known to 
him^ he determined to discover the 
author of it, and if, unfortunately, the 
object was 'within the reach of his 
vengeance, to inflict the punishment 
on him, which he had thus been pre- 
cluded from exercising on me. The 
discovery, however, afforded him no 
gratification. He could not, totally^ 
discard his son. His name would, in 
that case> hav« been extinct^ and the 
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idea of a IJiie of ancestry life hw, 
'Sinkftigifilb oblivion, was &ri idea *hfe 
^CouW ifk)t befit to think -of. Hid ve«f- 
geande lay, for some time, donrftot 
It was, however, only collecting 
Istrength to be discharged with re-dou- 
bled fury in the end. About two 
luoitths since, my eldest daughter 
Angela, was torn from me in a cruel 
and mysterious mantier. She had beeti 
one day dispatched a short distance 
by her mother ; the time allotted for 

* 

*her absence had elapsed, and she re- 
turned not 3 nor froir* that period have 
we ever heard the least tidings of otfr 
lost child, though our utmost exertiorfs 
have been used tc discover her retreat. 
Those men who attacked me in the 
street, I recognised for a party of the 
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robbers by whom I was once confined^ 
and^ but for your gallantry, I had 
again been a priipner^ bowing to 
Valerio as he concluded the sentence. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



'' I THINK^*' said Vrferio, '* I can. 
give ^ou some idea as to the fate of 
your danghter/* " What ?"exdaimed 
Aljnerini^ starting from his chair^ 
** where ! oh where is she ! — tell me 
is she well !'' Valerio shook his head, 
*^ Is she alive ?" continued the impa« 
tient father. ^' So much suffering in* 
nocence," retnmed Valerio, " must 
doubtless be well : but she is no longer 
an inhabitant of this world !** The 
agonized father sunk back in dreadful 
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insensibility. The utmost exertions of 
Valerio and Conrade, were exerted 
in order to restore him, but it was 
several minutes before they succeeded, 
at length he appeared in some degree 
composed. ^* Where are her. remains 
dc|>oaited ?*' he enquired in a ton« 
which seemed alm^ist to' drepd an 
answer. ** In the Taults of the Rusu^ 
line convent, at——," answered Va- 
lerio. " If you will be calm, I will 
recount to you the means by which I 
became acquainted with that in which 
^he sought refuge from unheard of 
persecution.** Valerio now [recounted 
the circumstances, which had attended 
his visit to that convent in search of 
Angela, the misery which the circunv- 
stances of her supposed deaths had oc^ 
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Jcasioned* nd this mbsequettt irmt 
to the tombi having undecwred him. 
'^ The name oa the tomb/' » continued 
Valeric^ «fter he liad recounted all 
4be «ircumstaneej», ^^ waa Angela de 
Altheintein^ ^nd the stoiy which you 
imye given me of the UdceHainiy cff 
lifr£iiite, iindaoesiiue to suppose that 
'Ae kb9iy of the unfoM^ate r^close^ 
•rel^tediby the naos.atthe conyent^ hm 
some cocmexioQ with 4he fate' of your 
daughter." 

' ^^ It must^'Vexdaimed the almost 
iraCktic &ther^ *' I will imm^iat^y a(Sh 
celrtain the fact> the .knowledge evea 
of her death is preferable to this ago- 
nizing uncertainty." Valerio attempt- 
•ed to restrain the impatience his infer- 
-mation had created, but in vains de Air 
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Itenstein determined iiiuanesUately ta 
dtscx>veritbi fttte of hifi l^loved dciughn 
tef , and summomng \m wife, gave the 
«L9ces6<iry direotiooa perpMat^ry.to his 
de^Mture. ValeriQ.aod his £iitbful seiv 
vapt took.th^ir leav.es. ^ The cireuittn 
9taDee9 whftcb attend the life of the 
pfirseouted de Altbeoateio^ have been 
^fortunate ia the esUbremep'* aaid Va* 
^rio^ as they proceeded towards the 
hotel which i\^^ occupied iiii aoiothec 
part of the city. <^ How misapplied ia 
. g^ueral ie that popularity which attendft 
^hest^[>softhe public favourite. Nothing 
will very frequently procure him popu- 
larity, and he sometimes looses it agam 
for absolutely nothing. To think this 
idol of the multitude the Count de 
should be so very a wretch^ 
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shews (he £dlacy of those opinion^ 
which are founded upon accident alone» 
and continued only because or^ce ror 
eei ved. His crimes are not seen amidst 
the plenitude of his power. Should 
1)6 ever &11» thpse alone will then be 
discoT^^ahie. His injured son, though 
suntMinded by his family, calling. on 
him .in vain for sustenance, will be in 
an unviable situation, compared to that 
of this inexorable father. This wretch- 
ed man will then be obliged to fly for 
shelter to that family his crimes have 
ruined, for support, returned Conrade> 
such a circumstance would, perhaps^ 
recall his dormant humanity. " Or,** 
returned Valeric, " the Senate might 
provide a more secure assy lumj time, 
however, can alone determine." They 
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continued their walk in silenc6, dind at 
length arrived at thiB'^hotel. Imme- 
diately npon entering, 'their host in- 
formed them that there had been a 

« 

ittrangerin pursuit 6f them Sn their ab« 
&ence^ who appeared particularly mi- 
nute in his inquiries respecting Valerloi 
but who could hot be prevailed oYi to 

t 
I 

leave his name^ or an intimation of his 
business. He appeared satisfied^ how- 
ever, as lb the result of his researches^ 
and ordered the mistress of the bouse 
to inform him that he should visit hith 
at a very early hour in the morning, 
as he had. business of the last import- 
ance to communicate. In vain con- 
jectures as to what might be the impoTl; 
of the communication which the 
stranger had to impart to him, he rer 
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tired to rest^ desiritig ConrciicLe to call 
him the moment the stranger arrivecL. 
The succeeding day passed) afi4 tb^ 
profimed'yi^itant did not appieaf* Va- 
lerio kuae^^ his absence should have 
deprived him 4^, an opportunity of re^ 
ceiving the information ivhich the 
stranger mui^ haye4u|d to communi- 
cate. He prepared^ however^ for at 
Tisit to hiv friend de Altbendteiuy an4 
was just leaving his apartment^ followed 
by Conrade^ when the principal waiter 
o£ the hotel met him^ and informed 
him that the stranger who had inquired 
for him on the preceding evening 
awaited him below* Throwing the 
cloak with which he was equipping 
himself^ from him^ he followed the man 
down stairs^ and was introdnoed to* the 
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Stranger, by the iiostess, as the p^rsom 
Jie sought. 

*^ Signer,'^* said the stranger, *' If I 
night be aHowed a few^noments private 
^conversationi I might, perhaps, impart 
information, which would be of ma« 
terial service to you in prosecuting a 
atcret, which, I have reason to suppose^ 
Is nearest to your heart :*— '^ If,V con- 
tinued the stranger, in a lower tone of 
^oice, ^^ Angela de Montg^fi was dear 
40 you, — grant me three moments in 
private. For a short time, unable to 
speak, Valerio seiseed th6 arm of his 
friendly informant, and leading him 
into a private room, and having secured 
thedeor, begged, in convulsive accents, 
he would 'detail all he knew. ''Can 
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you not/' said the stranger, throwing 
aside the cloak whicii enveloped him^ 
'* perceive notliing in my appearance 
auspicious?" Alarmed at the strange 
mode of introduction, which his uii» 
ceremonious viiytor had thus chosen 
to adopt, he eyed him inquisitively ; 
and memory, at lengthy recalled to 
his recollection, that the person before 
him, was one of the banditti who had 
attacked him iu the forest, as he was 
returning frona Paris, on the first in- 
formation which he received of the 
danger of di Montgolfi. This discovery 
did not tend to heighten the respect 
of Valeiio for the character of his in- 
former. Eager, however, to receive 
the information which was the object 
of ibis strange visit Hetpld^im he 
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did, and bade him proceed. " The 
circumstances which your recognition 

m 

of me recall to yourmind^ by no means 
heighten my character in your estima*^ 
tion. I perceive/' continued the stran-* 
ger^, watching the features of Valerio 
attentively. as he spoke; at the same 
time the varying emotions of hope-* 
fear— rand regret were visible^ in his 
own, once fine— but no\i^ disfigured 
countenance. Valerio observied these 
expressions of feature with pleasure. 
They . con vinced him of the sincerity 
of his communications whatever they 
might be. '* The method which you 
then took of impressing yourself on 
my recollection, was by no means 
calculated to give , me a &vourable 
idea of your habits of life,^^hat your 
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imslniess inrtth me I am at a loss to 
determine.*' " Kttow then/' conti^ 
killed the stpanger, '* that Angela cfi 
"Montgolfi is in my power.'* Valeria 
«tarted^ and tnrned pale, — *' go twi,** 
be fiiintly «r|iciilated. <' I am, I 
believe, th^'only friend she has among 
>4bo8e with whom «he is, at present, 
eoinpelled to associate.'* Valerto now 
graqied his band in an agony-— ^* acM 
neto the mimber of your associates," 
feturaed Valerio^ « could I but «ee 
my Angela, I could live among them 
though they were daemons ! " ** Tbey 
are little better indeed," returned the 
stranger, " they, however, wear the 
shapes of men, and are called as such. 
Though surrounded as she is by them, 
she is safe from insult j Jet -that re- 
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Section calm you for tLe present. Be 
it ours, however, to free her from 
them. Do yoa think yon could have 
perseverance and courage sufficient to 
attempt her deliverance* If so, yield 
yonradfta iny guidance." '* I will 
fcUpw you/' rgoined Valerio, *^ I will 
gUrermyself to you, blindfold. Though 
6l|6 were surrouncjed by tygers, instead 
of men, I woul4 rescue her, or lose an 
' existence I cannot much longer support 
without her.r-Instantly lead me ta 
her/* •* Hold !" returned the robber, 
*' all the valour which ever animated the 
heart of a mortal man would be in« 
sufficient to the purpose, without 
prudence* We must obtain by art what 
the greatest couragp would not be equal 
to the attainment of-^Iisten then* I have 
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ID Venice, several partners in our 
trade. These preclude the possibility 
of my openly conducting you to the 
gates of our abode; but stratagem may 
effect our purpose^ You knbw.tbe- 
Spot on which we first became jk^ 
quaitited, meet ine there at this hour, 
OB 'the third night from the present 
time, dressed as a wandering musician* 
Your servant may accompany yoii, 
lest our plan should miscarry. You 
must be completely armed^ but leam 
dispatch and secrecy. Even from your 
servant conceal your design, till the 
exeeution of it discloses it to him." 
He stopped, ^Valeric, undetermined 
wfaat^ to reply, paused. . He feared 
treachery, but the hope of attaining 
the object of bis fondest wishes^ aU 
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most determined him, without con- 
sideration/ to accept the terms pro- 
posed, but self-preservation, whispered 
doubt. Love, however, was predo* 
minant. ^' To hesi|^te for a moment/' 
said he *^ is treason." Oh Angela ! if 
tbon art indeed,' a sainted spirit, I 
shall join thee. If thou art on earth, 
I shaU, perhaps, see thee again. - I 
will fly to thee, though Heaven itself 
forbid me 1" "I am well aware,'*^ 
replied Michielo, (for it was him who' 
had thus sought out the residence of 
Valerio, in pursuance of tiieplan we 
have already • mentioned,) that my- 
project may stagger the common soni 
of prudehce ; but one, who is u>ider!' 
the influence of a passion^ such as the 
Signoca Angela, * .appears capable 9 
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inspinng, cannot surely hesitate in em« 
bracing a' scheme^ which offers the: 
prospects of deliverance to so much 
virtue and beauty." •' I am resolved^ 
replied Valerio^ ^'ipfonn me^ imme^ 
diately of the spot on which we are 
to meet/* " I have, alread;^," replied 
he, " mentioned the plage." — *' The 
circumstance which impressed it on my 
recollection itf yet fresh in my mindy 
and I should think y<H(r memory would 
be equally alive to it. The spot on^ 
wMch we fought, we shall meet again.'* 
« We will," said Valeric, ** biit tell 
me how came you by a knowledge o£ 
my existence ?" Yourself had nearly 
precluded the possibility for ever.** 
" I confess,** replied he, " 1 was then- 
thy enemy j. but the eyes of thy Aur 
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gela, have made me thy firmest friend." 
^ Valerio eyed him scrutinously. He 
thought he discovered aa anxious pur- 
turbation in his countenance^ vyhicb 
he regarded as an indication of his sinr 
cerity. ^' Enough," said he, " but 
how come you to suppose that I had 
escaped the murderpus swords of your* 
self and your companions ?' ' " Whep^* 
returned he> " I left the retreat of my 
comrades,, and mys^lf^ it was, indeei4# 
with little hope of finding yoi* alive.— 
I did not even inform our lovely pri- 
soner of my intention to discover, as 
I then thought the effort would be a 
fruitless one. Bat she is aware of my 
ultimate intentions in her favour, 
though not of my preparatory steps. 

F5 
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But time wears> and my absence may 
excite smpicions which will not alto- 
gether add to my credit with my com- 
rades. 1 am bound to them at present, 
though time may cut asunder the tie9 
which unite us.* farewell f remember 
three nights. from. hence we meet again; 
conceal what has passed> from every 
ear> and what will'Come must be from 
every eye/* *' Agreed," returned 
Valeric, **I will be on the spot by 
the time. You will know me by the 
breathing of the lute which I shall 
carry with me. Farewell f remember 
on you depends the fate of all, adieu !'^ 
The stranger prepared to depart, muffl*- 
ing his cloak around him, and draw- 
ing his hat over his face, he left the 
room^ accompanied by Valerio^i who 
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saw him leave the house^ not, however, 

without a doubt as to the sincerkr of 

ft 

the schemes which he hud xilanned. 
He returned to his chamber, and sum- 
moning Conrade, he informed him of 
his intention of departing for the fo- 
rest early on the ensuing morning, at 
the same time he directed him to- pro^ 
procure the necessary disguises, for'- 
their equipment.^ 

** Has the stranger influenced this 
determination ? ■ requi.red Conrade, as 
Valerio concluded his determinations : . 
*' Are we to turn minstrels, to please- 
the whim of this obliging friend of ours? 
You sliaU charm the woods at midnight, 
withe your lute, and I sing to the stbrnoL 
the heroic deedaofsome of your ances- 
tors ; but I shall mak^e less im|>ress4oa 
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on the winds^th my words^ than they 
did oa the shields of their adyersariea 
with their swords, er they would have 
loade a sof r^. appearanoe in the hatde*'^ 
** Let your jokes be. better timed in fa«- 
ture;" returned Valeric — ^' I do not 
feel inclined to be merry at thi» mo-» 
ment." ^' I am never inclined to be 
n^^rryj" replied Cenrade^ turning front 
his master^ when* yoi) are not so. I 
Jbave ^eady suffered with you, and 
would have laughed you out of a pra« 
ject which appears to me both danger- 
ous and absurd. If> however^ you are 
determined to go, I shall accompany 
you, though you should lead, to certaiti 
death/* ^' Of that/* returned Valerio, 
I am already convinced^ or should not 
kave proposed my present scheme to 
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yotu*' I/' returaed Coarade^ •* like 
yourself^ have notices by which I am 
connected to the world." ^ We may^. 
perhaps/* interrupted Valerio^ *^dii» 
cover some. The chance is at least 
worth the risk» We hare nothing in 
tbe world to regret ; we may, perhaps^ 
discover one who will attatch us to it." 
«*^If/* returned Conrade» ** we may 
place any reliance on the word of an as* 
sassin, we might ; but can the word of 
a wretch be taken, who ha» once, for 
hire, as I am convinced the mercenary ' 
wretch must have been hired, attempt- 
ed the life of us both. If, however, you 
do not hold your life toa dear, to place 
it on such a chance, I have no occasion 
to be ISO tenacious of mine/' 
Valerio-pressed the hand of his faith- 
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ful attendant — '^ Oh, Conrade!" said 
hfe, " nothing but the hope which I en- 
tertain of again beholding my Angela, 
could induce me to risk the life of one 
who is so attached to me ! To say 
that I would rather you should stay, 
and pass the remainder of your days* 
in peace, far from the source of all your 
care and inquiotnde, would be an insult 
on your fidelity. I am, however, de- 
termined. The unquestionable proofs- 
which I received of the sincerity of 
this bandit, have been sufficient to en- 
force- my assent to his proposition."— 
" Then, returned Conrade,-' *• that is 
likewise sufficient to determine me."— 
" You," returned Valeric, *• must pro* 
vide the necessary instrtiments. My 
lute, you will take ^are, I sljall have 
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the same on which I have so often 
played in the company of my adored 
Angela ; you must likewise- have two 
dresses in readiness^ those which are 
usually worn by itinerant musician»> £ 
must have: I shall likewise have my 
eyes concealed^ in order to render the 
deception the more perfect.*' ** It is 
necessary," said Conrade, ^' we should: 
be precise in the proper disposition of 
our last dress; I am persuaded thisdis* 
guise will be. our last.'* " Probably," 
returned Valerio, *^ it will. If we 
should be betrayed, this disguise will; 
end us ; if we should succeed, we shall 
have no further use for a disguise-— ii» 
either case it will be our last*" '' If," 
returned Courade, '* I could persuade 
myself that you were safe> I should be 
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satisfied. For 'myself I c^e not; bub 
to think that you should expose a life 
to .Uie machinations of your enemy». 
^bich is 80 valuable to your friends^ 
Hia|teft me— <«Imost3 I say, makes me- 
weep/' ** The tear$ of pity and com- 
miseration," returned Valerio, *' do not 
disgrace the cheek of the veteran.-— » 
The tear» of ansious fidelity look weU 
on thini^ Conrade,* but they are ia-r 
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With vesolution apparently fixedy. he. 
jMe from his seat; and Conrade,.seeing^ 
aiU fais.e£Ebrts to dissuade him ine£fectual>, 
desisted -, and Valeric retired to Im 
chamber^ 
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CHAPTER XXL 



Almost ere thesmi bad tinged thesttm-^ 
mits of the eastern hiH with his saffroo' 
heams. Valeric bad left his couch» Gon^ 
rade^ fatigued with, the exertions of the 
overnight's prepasaiions^ haA not yet 
risen. Vaierio^anxiotis for btsattendance^. 
and yet loth to disturb a slumber in hi*' 
servant^whichhecould not enjoy himseli^ 
sat gating from the window of his apart* 
inent^ till the sun, having collected his 
full force, darted its rays into the charn* 
ber belo Wjt which was the one in. which 
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Conrade slept, and awakened hina. — 
Upon discovering the lateness of the 
hour, he hastily equipped himself ia 
his new attire, and ascending the room 
in which Valerio had reposed, inquired 
if his master still persevered in his de- 
termination ? ' 

" I do," replied Valerio, '* so let us, 
instantly away.'* — -Conrade left the. 
rqom, and in half an hour (so expedi- 
tious was he in his preparatory move- 
ments) they were upon the road- They 
agreed, however, only in part, to as^- 
stime there di^guise„ till they^ arrived at 
the forest. ^-^* Do you think," said Va- 
lerio, "-we can again find the cottage 
of those hospitable people, to whom we 
are indebted for our existence ?" "If 
we can find the spot," returned Con^^ 



>.- 



ITALIAN MARAUDERS. 115 



Hm^ 



rade, *• on which we were attacked, I 
think I can trace the road which leads 
to the cottage." " Then we must en- 
deavour to find out the place/' returned 
Valerio, " for there I propose passing 
the intervening time between the en- 
terance into the -forest, and the mo- 
ment which the Bandit mentioned of 
our meeting the troop. 1 have, ho^- 
eTer, broken his charge concerning se- 
erefcy, as he desired me not to inform 
even yoir of my intention." " Twas 
vfrell of him," returned Conrade, " to 
say that. He {pight doubt the acquits-* 
c^ce of any other than a youth, be«' 
wildered by love, and liable to be led 
into the heat of danger by youthful con- 
fidence." " Drop, I pray you," re- 
torned Valerio, " the expression of a 
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cloubt> I do not like to hesu? you dwell 
upoa; Let us ta the consummatioa ei^ 
tfaer of our hopes or our fear&'^ 

They spurred theic horses, fonv^ard^ 
and^ at' teDgtb^. reached the town iar 
wlitcH tbey had pre?iou^ agreed they 

Would pass the night This they left, 
s^ain early on the ensuing tnarning^aiid'^ 
proceeded on their journey, Conrade, s£ 
ei^ry hour, expressing the fears wiiich: 
his i^iagination presented to him, sm 
the result of their ill-advised expedition.^ 
The close of this day brought them 
neajr the skirts of the forest, and on^ 
reaching the inn>at which they intend^ 
ed to pass the nighty they alighted, and 
Valerio desired they might be shewn to 
the chambers which were allotted them, 
and likewise desired that they might be 
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ewaken«d at sun-rise. The host pro- 
»ised obedience^ and they retired. As 
desired, they were roused from their 
slfimbers by the time the «an had top- 
f>ed the high summits of the adjacent 
mountains;- Conrade immediately re- 

4 

^paiired to the chamber of his master.-— 
f* We must now, Conrade/' said Vde- 
1^10 to hifi «ervant^ as the latter entercri^ 
^* equip ourselves for our excursion. We 
shall visit the eott^ge of our friend in 
jttie disguise whieh we shall aMunae, and 
there remain till the close of the day ; 
mud when our project is ripe for execQ- 
-tion, we will take our stand near the spdt 
-which the robber m^itioned as the place 
of our meeting. There we must wait 
till the approach of the troop gives us 
*he signal of Alarm." *^ 
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They then threw over each other the 
cloaks which had been provi^ed^ and 
Conrade having patched up the face of 
Valerio, fixed a bandage across his 
eyes as though to conceal their defi- 
ciency. Th^y each took a long pil- 
grims staff, and sallied from the inn, 
leaving the horses which brought them 
thither behind, as a pledge for the ex- 
pence of their entertainment. 

The morning was not far advanced 
when they issued forth, without being 
observed by any of the inhabitants of 
the house, and reached the skirts of the 
forest almost without meeting any one, 
except indeed here and there the rus- 
tic inhabitant of sonie neighbouring 
hovel, whose brow, unclouded by dis- 
quietude, afforded a striking contrast 
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to the disguised and wretched sons of 
opulence, whom he passed in his way 
to a neighbouring field, which it was 
his occupation to cultivate. It was 
not without a reflection on the difFer- 
cnce'of the feeling, which existed iu 
the bosom of those he met, to those 
ideas which agitated his own, that Va- 
lerio saw them pass — " Congratulate 
yourselves," repeated Valerio, ment- 
ally, " oh! ye children of nature, or 
the distance which has been plaoed be- 
tween you and ambition. The wide share 
whicli separates you from the ennobled 
and the great is the bar which provi- 

m 

dence has placed between you and in- 
quietude. I would willingly exchange 
my titled misery for your entailed joys, 
entailed by the galling chalice of envy. 
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-or the [whisperings of poignant regret^ 
Here the feuds of families, and the in* 
trigues of '^the aged> and the disap-* 
pointed, do not intervene to dash the 
cup of happiness from the lips that 
had but just began to taste the sweets/' 
Yalerio was so absorbed in the reflec« 

tions which at that moment ocbupied 

■t 

him, that the lapse of time was forgot-^ 
ten, [till Conrade, rousing him from 
his stupor, pointed out to his view the 
spot on which they had formerly mei 
with the disagreeable encounter, Va- 
lerio ipimediately recognised it, ^* Let 
us now endeavour," said he " since we 
have discovered it, to find the abode 
of our friends, the shepherds; we 
will rest in their cottage till the coming 
on of night." *^ And thai W€-1I tempt 
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our fate>" said Conrade^ '^ but why are 
you so unusually sad — we must not 
both despair, or what will become of 
pur ; enterprise." "I know not/' re- 
plied Valerio, " but I think your sug- 
gestions hav^ affected me, I wish you 
had not expressed them." '' And J 
on the contrary/' replied Conrade, 
•* feel my confidence heightened the 
nearer the project approaches corn- 
pletion." " Then our courage has not 
left us both," replied his raster, «I 
will bear up against my desponding 

■ 

^ideas, so hasten night, and spread thy 
curtain round, though that should con- 

^ceal us for ever," *' Have better hopes," 
returned Conrade, " some twenty years 
ago I felt as you do, and was disap* 
VOL. IV. G 
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pointed too; but I did not despair! I 
hwe even now some hopes 6£ again 
ineeting my Margaretta, even this es» 
^editicm may lead to it, for to the rob* 
i>er8 I attribute her sudden disappeaiKk 

*^ Let us drop the recollection of 
4hose times," said Valerio, ^' l*tben 
had a iatber> these viliaios have been 
the bane of mj family for half a cen* 
tary, they accelerated the death of my 
pareni, and they^ alone^ will reeord 
roine." . ^ Let us," said Conrade, 
^ visit our JHend Hke cottager, I am 
i^ost weary wit^ this long forest task 
of oulrs, so let us go/' They now left 
the place, and taking the road which, 
irom recollection, they conjectured, 
led to the farmer's abode, they pursued 
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its devious tracks They sooa disco- 
vered that they were right. *' See/' said 
Conrade» ** we are in the track, yoa 
house is tiie one in whioh we onca 
found oursdires, though insensible hoir 
we came tiltre; I believe^ however^ 
we owed the inagiccd dehision to our 
worthy friends the robbers/' Valerio 
attempted to smile, but the effort waa 
too feeble to succeed, and he again sunk 
ialo the winding maze of thoughts. 
'They arrived, at length, at the small 
TOcket which weakly defended the^p- 
^INPoach to the humble mansion oi the 
lone inhabitants of the forest. Theiy 
passed through it, and approached the 
.door. Conrade gave a loud tap on it 
with the end of his staff. The damgl)- 
ter id the faroier appear^> whom V^t- 
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lerio immediately recognized for the 
same girl, towards the promotion of 
ivhose happiness he had so materially 
ebntributedi on his former involuntary 
^isit. " Can you," said Conrade^ 
•* give us the shelter of ar^ew hours in 
your cot. My unfortunate companion 
is 80 weary with the length of his jour- 
ney, that I am apprehensive he wifl 
not be able to reach the end of it I 
do not indeed think his strength suffi- 
cient to support him to the extremity 
of the forest." " I pray you walk in,** 
returned tbie charitable girl, " and resit 
yourselves; how unfortunate that my 
husband is from home: I can, how- 
ever, make you welcome till his refUrh, 
which I expect every minute." " Thank 
jrou," returned Conrade, and taking 
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the arm of Valerio* he led him to a 
chair in the outer room^ describing its 
situation to him as he directed him Uy 
seat himself. His pretended blindness 
Valerio DOW. felt rather irksome^ but h^ 
thought it nypst prudent to continue 
the deception^ as a discovery might in-, 
volve them in some disagreeable expla- 
natioQs/and these he considered.it mpst 
prudent to avoid. '* Pray/* said Va- 
lerio, afTecting not to be acquaintetl 

• jir.ith their situation^ ^' have we passed 
that part of the forest in coming hither 
which our friendly director describeid 
to us as having often been the scene of 
the banditti's outrages.'* " Yes," re- 
turned Conrade, ^' 'twas by that circum* 

I stance J knew we were near the hos- 
, pitable cottage which he described ta 
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as." •* Pray how long have yon beett 
blitid, unfortunate young man ?'' saM 
the cottager, in the phtrntive aceentii 
of commisseration. •' Misfortune/^ 
returned Conrade, •^has faHen beafvy 
on us. He has been bliodf almost fren 
his birth. I have been a servant in the 
ftmily from whom my young compa«> 
nion is descended, sdmost from my, 
youngest days% Death deprived hiiH 
of his natural protectors, and the rapa^ 
cious law of his support ; under pre^ 
fence of a disaffection in his fiither to* 
warcb the government^ their agents 
|^ei;^d the vdst property to whioh hia 
son was heir, and confiscated it to their 
use. Abandoned by the world he haa 
rto friencT but myself, and wb3e I 
breathe be wiB always finct Qie by hh 






ITALIAN MARAUDEB9» IS? 

side/* Valerio smiled at the read/ 
lATention of his faithful attendant.^— 
*l 'Tis fortunate he has one niear him so ' 
attached to him/' returned the girL- 
'* I thought gratitude^ not having beeu 
able to obtaia a place in the world, had 
retired altogether from it, but^e has 
one votary still left in you.'' ^^ I hope/' 
returned Valeria^ ^^ / am not inseu* 
sible tb its dictatos*, - 

" We have now," rejoined Con- 
rade, *^ travelled togethe^r nearly two 
years, depending for subsistimcG on 
the bounty of those who may happen 
to be pleased with pur effprts." '^ I 
bope you will feel yourselves, at leasi 
in our cottage^" returned tbe girl> 
''my husband will return, X expeqt 
almost immediately, and he. wUi give 
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yoti as hearty a welcome ai myself, 
and here he is/' — and she ran to the 
door to admit the welcome ^uest. Va- . 
lerio, from beneath the baridange* 
which concealed his eyes^. recognised 
the youth whom he had before seen, 
and whose union with the daughter 
. of the inhabitants of the cottage he had 
so materially contributed to promote* 
'* Who have you got here, Giraldinc?** 
exclaimed he the moment he entered 
the room, '^ in the name of patience 
what pilgrims could have been travel- 
ling this road, and how couM they 
possibly discover our abode ?" " We 
have taken the liberty of intruding on 
your hospitality,*' said Coorade, rill- 
ing as he spoke, ** for rest and shelter 
from the noqnday sun. My blind , 
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fellow traveller, here," pointing to 
Valerio, " was so weary with the ex- 
* ertions of this morning, that he ViM 
> unable to proceed any further, and^I 
Jed him, rather in hopes, at least of fimt- 
ing a resting place, till our strength 
should enable us to proceed on opr 
journey." "You are welcome," re- 
turned the hospitable cottager, "Jo 
the fare which my hovel affords, I 
am indebted to. the benevolence of- a 
stranger, for my present happinesi^, 
and I cannot. but extend that assistance, 
to others, which I have met with 
myself." " We do not fmd,^'' replied 
Valerio, " in the world that recollec- 
tion of benevolence, which you appear 
to possess. Here the immediate efifectiSv 
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of th« action over the remembFancer 
is passed^ and the giver might as well 
apply to a straqger for assislaiM^e should 
he need it^ as to the object of his form* 
. er benevolence. The weiglii d th% 
obligation is felt no longer than the 
situation of the obliger continues res- 
pectable/'. ** Wbetlier from looks or 
from nature," returned the cottager, 
"I know not> but I trust from one or 
the other, I have drawn better ideak 
But you must stand in need of refresh* 
ment^ — Gefaldine, spread the table 
. with sufficient to gratify the appetites 
of our guests 3 they must feel the callt 
of hunger more than myself, and the 
air has had an effect upon my stomach, 
X think, for I feel rather impatient for 

my dinner." His wife, who appeared ,, 

■'* *-v. 
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eager almost taantidpate his every wish* • 
quickly obeyed^ and the humble board 
was soon spread with every thing 
which the field and the dairy coiild 
supply. **Now, satisfy yourselves,'! 
beg/' said the peasant, ''I shall set ybu 
an example, you," addressing Conrade^ . 
" know the method of supplying your 
companion." The hearty welcome which 
the cottager gave them, affected V|f 
•krio deeply. The unaffected Philan- 
thropy of his heart, he contrasted with 
tte cold repulsive ceremony with which 
he had been accustomed to be received ' 
by the sons of opulence and refinement^ 
and the latter suffered severely in his 
estimation by the comparison. He 
endeavQured to do honour to the mea}| 
but bis effortjs were ineffectual. His 
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bosom was too mnoh affected ivith the 
idea of the object which bad brought 
hi^n hither^ to attend much to the 
gratifying bis hunger^ aftd a littte served 
to deaden the keen edge of appetite. 
Conrade, however, was not so busy 
iaternally^^he therefore exerted himself 
with considerable effect; not, as' he 
aflerwards told Valerio, that his appe< 
tite was particularly keen, but that 
the internal absence of his corhrade 
should not be [so particularly noticed. 
" Ypur companion," said the cottager 
to Conrade, on the refusal of Valerio 
to take any more, '^ methinks is un- 
^ell; tlie little he has eat is not calcu* 
}ated to sustain a man who is in the 
habit of travelling ten leagues a day," 
ViJerift bipgan to feel his disguise irfc- 
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some, but the $us{)icion which an aTOW«^ 
al of it woukl create, might be dan*- 
gerous; he was therefore obliged to 
preserve the appearance which he had ^ 
assumed. ^* I do not feel teiy well," 
said he, " our fatiguing walk this 
morning has rather. deprived me of 
an appetite, than encreased it ; but 
I hope my fellow traveller is endeavour- * 
ing to make wy deficiencies the less 
apparent." *' I am exerting myself, 
to tlxat effect, maister, I assure you.'* 
almost emptying,- as he spoke, a jug 
of wine, of considerable magnitude, 
which stood near him. " Well done,'* 
said the cottager, "I am not appre- 
hensive for you, at least.- I plainly 
perceive you possess both ability and 
inclination to lK>nour any tatAe^i'at 
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'vrhich fortune may place yoiat. — Here, 
Giraldine, fill tl>e jug again-— let him 
' repeat \\\s dose, he must tl>en take a 
bed as well as a dinner with us. A 
loud laugh from Conrade and his kind 
hostess, and a half smile from Valefkl^ 
proclaimed their satrsfactioiu The 
meal, however, being concluded. Coth 
mo rose to depart ^garn for the field, 
and, taking leave of his guests, £in^ 
giving them an iavitation to stay during 
the coming night, he left the house. 
Both Valerio and Gonrade now began 
io think the moments long which in* 
tervetfed between the present time and 
that which was appointed for the meet** 

ing. ** Pi'ay,'' said Valerio to his 
hostess, *^ are yourself and husband 
the only inhabitants Of this sequestered 
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retreat ?" *• We are, for the present,*^ 
returned she, '^ but my father and 
mother generally live here with usf, 
they were the possessors of this farm 
once, but they left it in our favour, and 
noiv alternately reside with us and a 
brother of mine, who lives at '■ ^ 

they are with them at present, but 
the season approaches, at which time 
they usually visit us, and we expect 
them here almost daily." Valerio yra» 
glad to hear of the welfiu-e of his old 
' friends ^ and, after congratulating her 
on ihe happiness which she appeared 
to possess, he pressed on her accept- 
ance a ring, which he sometimes wore 
on his finger, and which lie now hap* 
pened to have* about him, on her 
acceptance — ^^'Tis,'* said he, "the 
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last memorial which I possess of a 
/ grandeur which has befen my bane; 

* 

take it, I say : it can never be applied 
better, than in rewarding liberalitjr 
and benovolencC;, perhaps, in happier 
times, we may meet again, then I 
will claim it, for, perhaps, I may then - 
be in a situation to replace it with one 
morecostlv. I will take no refusal; 
till then keep it for my sake." After 
manifesting considerable reluctance, 
she yielded to the solicitations of both, 
for Conrade joined his earnest entreaty 
with those of his master j and putting 
it on her finger, declared she would 
preserve it in remembrance of her un- 
fortunate guest, i?" If ever/' said she, 
*• the persecutions of j^our enemies 
shoiild leave you without an asylum 
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or shelter, make oar lowly cot your 
home. They cannot reach yon be* 
neath a roof so humble.'' '* If I had 
been born beneath such a one^" re« 
tiirned' Valerioi /^ I might not now 
have been indebted to«the humble for 
that meal, and that shelter, which 
affluence should have bestowed. A 
father might still have protected me/— 
and a mother still watched over me 
with maternal tenderness ; but a more 
brill i&nt, and less happy lot awaited 
my births and I now feel the want of 
even commiseration] for my misfor* 
tunes." 

" I think," said Gonrade, interrupt- 
ing them, '^ it is necessary we should 
depart, •r we shall i^carcely reach the 
skirts of the forest by midnight. . Va- 
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krio agreed to the ppopoflitiea^^^^ w«: 
sbaU not indeed^'' said he rising % ^^ I 
ftd^ however, i^ refreshed that I ha?^' 
little do«»bt of being able td walk> even 
farther than we bate to ga W6re it se*. 
cedsarjr.'* . ^^ I am rejcieed to hesA* it/' 
letuirned Cofitrade>. *5 vre shall \^ tl^ 
better abte to be»r our 0pirit»up i^ifiSi 
the apprehension of tine robb^w» who 
I am in&rmed are sometioiefs n^et with 
in the fores*.'* "Oh, hdavens!" ex- 
ehtimed Geraldine, , " if you should 
ifaeet them/' ** Oor poverty will be 
our best security against any attack 
from them, I think," said Valerio^ smi- 
ling, add taking the arm 0f Conrade 
iSiey walked towards tlie . door of tbe^ 
cottage. " I pray you," said Geral- 
dine, ^* beware, Tis now the rob* 
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bers are about, and if you should meet 
them, you are undone/' *^ Do not be 
alannedi my kind friend," said Valerio, 
^< tbey win not find tt» worth the troQ« 
ble of assaulting. Acjieu," cried b^ 
as tbey passed tbroiigh the wicket.*-^ 
*^ Adieu! may you ever feel the hap« 
jptness which awaits, by the Tkcree of 
Heaveui tlie beoeyolent and eatioM^ 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



" 'Tis now," said Valerio, " the houc 
^„^^ for da«m,intog n,e o»e of 

the happiest or one of the most perse* 
cjuted of beings. If I should be the 
victiai of treacliery, I have no one to,, 
whom I can attribute my misfortune^, 
my own credulity I have alone to, 
blame," " We shall see who is in the 
Wfpng," returned Conrade. *' The 
curtain of nature, however, begins to 
drop around ;us, and we shall sooii be 
inclosed in darkness; We must endea* 
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tour to discover some shelter from the 
night dews, or that may, perhaps, injure 
you in your present weak state." 
•* Thanks for your kind attention, good 
Conrade,'* returned Valerio, " but I 
will not suffer consideration to deter 
me from any thing. I will instantly 
take my station on the spot appointed, 
and await the coming of these Marau* 
ders." 

~ ' ^' Let us has Iiasten to it,'' continued 
he, after a pause, '^ or the darkness 
may prevent our choice of the proper 
place." They immediately quickened 
their pace, and in a few minutes were 
on the ispot. ** Let us," said Conradcfj 
<^ take our places beneath yon hillock, 
we can issue forth the moment the 
noise of horses* feet announces the 
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approach of the troop." Valcri* 
.agreed to the proposition, — and iB«k^ 
ing a passage through the anderwood 
with their hands, tbey . soon reached 
the place, and discovered that tbb 
furee and small trees concealed the 
entrance to a cavern, apparently of 
some exterit ; the difficulty wfatcK 
they found in entering it, howev^i 
plainly evinced that it had not recehtty 
been inhabited, and they gathered 
courage from the idea. "We shall 
not bc^in danger of a surprise here,*^ 
said .Conrade, *' this must have been 
the abode of Adam^ I tbmk, as, sinoa 
his time it do'nt appear to have been 
made use of," Vaterio smiled* "And 
we," continued Conrade, "wiH follow 
l|^ his exaiBfde, weviFiU make the abode 
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of our general ancestor our refuge^ at 
least for a few hours." 

Valerio and bis faithful servant now 
proceeded to the examination of the 
interior of the fabric. They could not^ 
however, discover any thing which 
would enable them to ascertain the 
purpose to which it might have for- 
merly been applied ; after having care- 
fully examined every part of it, they 
took their stations at its entrance, and 
anxiously awaited the .minute which 
would end their anxious suspense* 
** If," said Conrade, at length breaking 
the silence which had continued unin-* 
terrupted almost for three hours, *' we 
should be unsuccessfhl, — even if this 
bandit is not sincere, and our present 
prefect should iail, and we should sur- 
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vive the extinction of our hopes^ we 
xnay, at least discover a clue by which 
we may be enabled to trace the present 
mysteries to their source. The lady 
Angela, most probably is still in ex* 
istance— on that point, the information, 
' however we. may take it, has satisfied 
us. Let us not then despair. At all 
events the worst that can befall us, lis 
preferable to a longer continuance in 

the uncertainty under which we at 

* 

present exist. I am now, anxious, 
only for the moment which will disclose 
to us the certainty. " Good," returned 
Valeric, who had listened only to the 
conclusion of his speech. ** Good,*' 
replied Conrade, " that is not quite 
80 certain, every thing that one may 
utter, is not good." ** I beg your 
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pardon/' cried Valerio, rousing himself 

-from a reverie which had occupied inces-» 

:8antly> from his first entrance into the 

tavern, '* I was not aware exactly of 

wbat you said/' " So it appears^" 

xetivrned Conrade,« '^I am aware of 

t1|e r6(lexions which at present occupy 

.yoid^ mind, and I had endeavoured .to 

. rouse ^j^ from tliem. I have sue- 

, Ceeded, liKpugh not quite in the way 

■I ■ N 

I inlended-t*'/-, " You^lways succeed," 
returned kisi tmi^ter, ^^i>ut the iiour 
must b^ late." CoBcad^ replied « in the 
.affirmative. Valerio draw out Ihs 
.watch, and placiogit to iiis ear,, lie 
caused it to strike. *' It is past eleven." 
said he^ ^^ the moment approaches J* 
<< Let us leave this place," . said Coq-> 

.; VOL. IV. H 
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rade, " and liasten into the road." 
-Valerio assented to this proposition, 
and they re-traced their steps through 
the furze and underwood towards the 
road. They soon reached it, and they ^ 
, placed themselves beneath a large oak 
which shadowed its side. Conrade 
placed his ear near theground, and anx- 
iously listened. if he could distinguish 
the sound of horses feet. •* All is, as 
yet silent," said he, rising, "if they 
.are on the road at tffl they are not 
within a xnile of tis. '^ It is not ex- 
actly this aiOKient appointed," returned 
Valerio, ** it must want, some time of 
It." Conrajie did not reply. Heal- 
most teld his breath that no souud 
niight escape him. "Hark !" he at 
length exclaimed, '* what sound is 
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that,'* " tis 'tl)e hollowing of the wind 
in our late abode," returned Valerio. 
".It is so, I believe," returned Conrade, 
*^ now again all is quiet." In anxious 
suspense the weary moments elapsed. 
The silence was only now and then 
interrupted by the almost involuntary 
exclamations of Conrade and his mas- 
ter, as the wind agitating the thick 
foliage of the forest, created a momen- 
tary alarm. " The period must, surely 
have elapsed," said Valerio, as he again 
drew his watch from his pocket, and 
applying it to his ear, he continued, 
**Tis past midnight, — rwe may expect 
them every moment, would that they 
would end our suspense. Conrade 
again applied his ear to the earth. **I 
think I hear the clattering of hoofs 
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along the road," said he, at length, 
after a pause, ^* I hear the .reverbera- 
tion of their feet. They approach,'* 
he continued, rising from the ground^ 
^*Iet us dispose ourselves^ so .as to 
avoid, if possible, the supposition that 
ourmeeting was premeditated." " True,'* 
said Vaierio, adjusting the bandage 
over his eyes, " lend me your aim, 
and we will move forward some ^paces^ 
and return to meet them, by that time 
they will have reached this spot." They 
proceeded a few steps, ,and Vaierio 
having given Conrade the proper me- 
thod of address, they returned. The 
moon which had been obscured during 
the whole evening by passing clouds, 
DOW burst forth and disclosed a view 
of the road a considerable way before 
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thetn^ and the idea which Conrade had 
formed of their distance, proved just; 
the whole troop were within sight.. 
Valerio drew forth his instrument, and 
forcibly struck the strings. " Who 
have we here?" [exclaimed the fore- 
most of the troogy halting the moment 
he reached the two musicians. '^ Sig- 
4iors, you have chosen an odd time^ 
indeed, for the exercise of your pro- 
fession." " Hasten forward," cried 
another, who bad by this time arrived, 
'* these unfortunate devils will not 
suit our purpose.'^ " Why so much 
baste ?" returned the first, " our time 
is now completely our own.*' Valeriq 
and Conrade were now nearly sur- 
rounded by the whole band. One, 
however, who appeared to be the 
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chief, pressed forward and eagerly" 
enquired the cause of the delay- 
In the voice of the questioner Val- 
eric recognised that of the bandit^ 
whose mysterious visit ivas the cause 
of the present rencontre. By a pre- 
concerted signal, Valerio gave Con- 
rade to understand, that the person 
v^ho addressed them was their friend; 
'* Signor," said Conrade^ ** we are 
but travelling musicians, whose unfor- 
tunate destiny have led us to this forest 
in which we have already passed sevei* 
ral hours in a vain endeavour to disco- 
ver an outlet. If you will be kind 
enough to put us in the road, you will 
be performing an act acceptable to our 
Holy Saint. We were beguiling the 
tedious way wilhow o^um\y^\c^>KV\'^w 
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we had the good fortune to meet you. 
*' A meeting, with us is not considered 
as a piece of good fortune by every tra- 
veller who passes this road," replied 
the person whom Conrade had so pite- 
t)U8ly addressed. •* I do not, however, 
think, you will have any cause to re- 
pent it." So saying, he, desiring some 
of his attendants to do the same, first 
seized Conrade, and binding up hii- 
eyes, he desu'ed him to mount the horse 
of one of his followers, at the same 
time assisting him to do so. " This • 
gentleman," said he, next taking Va» 
lerio's arm in his iron grasp, " does not 
appear as though he stood much ivt 
need of a bandage. Naf ure appears to . . 
have saved us the trouble of binding UQ 
bis eyes j but he seeifva ^?ct\ACViN^^^ ^^ 
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need of a guide. I shall take that office 
on myself," he continued, leading Va- 
lerio to the side of his own horse, and 
almost lifting him upon it, he proceed- 
ed to mount himself behind. Com- 

• « 

mandin^ his followers to follow his eXf 

. ample, the whole troop, in a minute, 

were again horsed, and on tberoad* 

** We will provide some entertain^ 

ment for our friends at the castle," said 
* , ■ • 

the one behind whom Valerio was 

mounted. " We had better have left 
such musicians as we have got," re- 
turned the man who hadConrade with 
him on his horse, " where we found 
them, I think, or we may, perhaps^ 
through your love of music, unplea- 
santly dance to a less melodious instru- 
ment." " Away v^\t\^ yoxi?: feaitC \^ 
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turned Michielo. " If your heels were 
of as little use to you, on the appearance 
of danger, as your head, I would give but 
little for your logger existance." " But 
my courage is equal to—" interrupted 
the robber. *' Silence," again cried Mi- 
chielo,inavoice that echoed through the 
forest. The whole ^as presently hushed^ 
and they proceeded afmost in silence 
through the various windings of the 
wood, till they reached the temporary 
abode of the Banditti, which was situ- 
ate in one of its oiost intricate recesses 
For several moments the first salutation 
on the only outlet which the pile ap- 
peared to have, remained unreturnedj 
at. length a hollow voice within de- 
manded the word. — " Death !" retura- 
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ed Micbielo. Hie door was immedi- 

ately^opeoed^ and tht? whole t> oop^ dis^ 

mouniitig, altered. Michielo and one 

of the robbers led Valerio between 

them into tlie pile» and two others, 

following the example set them, took 

Cittirade under their protection; Upon 

(lie bandage being remoTed5 Conrade 

fonnd himself and master in a large 

room, and Michielo only in the apart- 

ineht with them. " Thus lar," said 

the latter to them, in a low voice — 

^* we have been successful. Silence, or 

we are undone. You are at present 

0afe« Continue in your present habit 

for a few hours ; for late as it now is, 

we shall set off again before sun-rise—^ 

I must away, or my absence may ere* 

ate suspicion. Be prepared ; you will 
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be on the road again in less than three 
hours." He now retired, careftilly lock- 
ing the door of their chamber after him. 
** Thus far we have been successful," 

■ 

said Valeric, as he left the apartment ; 
how far we may yet be so, remains to 
be determined." ** In three hours we 
again set forward," replied Conrade, 
not noticing the doubts which his mas- 
ter's speech seemed to express ^ " we 
may hold ourselves in readiness for a vi- 
sit I suppose, as they do not intend we 
should exist long without food. I ima- 
gine tl:ey are aware of that," he conti- 
Hued, ^^ for I hear the footsteps of some 
one this way." The door was presently 
opened,, and a robber appeared, with a 
salver covered with viands of various 
descriptions* ^^ Here," saiil he in a 



*^ , 



156 ITALIAN BftARAUDERS* 



jmaBaBKmammmtmm^ 



rough voice, depositing them- as he 
8 poke on an old table, which decorated 
one side of the apartment ; " there is 
something to renovate your exhausted 
strength. ;you must be quiet,however« for 
'we leave this place again in a short tione'^ 
*^ Comrade,*'. said vConrade to Valerio,. 
taking his arm, ^* let me lead yen thi&v 
way. I should think hanger, .like in^ 
stinct, should draw you towards it/'— - 
The robber left the room, carefully, 
however, securing the door after him* 
^' As yet, all goes well,** said Conrade 
to Valerio, when the man had retired* 
** I begin to have hopes that our sus- 
pense is nearly at an end." '^ There is 
no doubt of that s" returned Valerio— 
*^ in either case, suspense muf t be near* 
ly at an end/* " True /^ returned Con- 
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rade, " We need only pray for a speedy- 
conclusion to our next journey— that 

■ 

will determine every thing.'* Conrade 
now became so busily employed, that, 
he could no longer spare time to give 
utterance to the ideas to which circum- 
stances gave rise. Valeric, who scarce- 
ly felt any inclination even to taste the 
eatables before him, notwithstanding his 
lono: fast in the forest, had full time for 
reflection. As yet, however, he could 
not determine in his mind the conse- 
quence of his present proceedings, or to 
what incidents this movement of his 
friend, the robber, would give rise. He? 
was deeply involvied in this inaze of ^ ' 
conjecture, when the robber who at- 
attendeded on them with their repast, 
again entered, to inform them that the 
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time of their departure was arrived. He 
was soon followed by two or three 
more/who proceeded once more to re- 
place tire bandage over the eyes of 
Conrade, who submitted very patiently 
to the operation. 

Valerio and his faithful attendant was 
again led from the room, and being 
conducted to a vehicle, was desired to 
ascend it. They willingly obeyed, re- 
joiced that so ea^y a method of convey- 
ance was afforded them. Two of the 
robbers followed them into the carriage, 
and the remainder, mounting their 
horses, ranged themselves behind, ,Mi- 
chiek), who was one of those who were 
within the carriage, gave directions for 
them to move forward, which they soon 
did, at a very rapid rate. They travel* 
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led in this manner several hours, only 
stopping a short time to take necessary- 
refreshments. At length they reached 
tlie shore, when Valerio and Conrade 

m 

were again desired to alight, and being 
/ ■ placed between two of the Banditti^ 
they were led along the narrow sandy 
strand ; and^ having reached the spot 
where they were to embark, they were 
assisted into a boat^« and were speedily 
on board a vessel whicli lay at some dis- 
tance from the shore. The bandage, 
however, was still continued round th6 
eyes of Conrade, who in vain prayed to 
be released from it.*—" We shall sooa 
be in security," repHed one of the rob- 
bers, to the entreaties of Conrade to 
that effect, '^ and then you shall be at 
perfect liberty." After «^ few hour$- 
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sail, the anchors were again dropped^ 
and Valerio and Conrade were inform- 
ed, that they had arrived at the place 
which was to be their abode, at least 
for some time. They were taken 
ashore, still blindfolded, and after being 
conducted through a variety of wind- 
ings, which the unfortunate musicians 
concluded to be the passages beneath 
the castle, they were led up a flight of 
stone-stairs, and, tracing a long gallery, 
a^ey were at length announc(*d to be in 
the apai^tment destined for their recep- 
tion. The bandage was now removed 
from the eyes of Conrade. — *' Here,'* 
said one of the robbers, *' you will find 
the conveniences which will be neces* 
sary for you. Michielo has the direc- 
ti^q of tt^ese things, and he has ordered 
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that you shovrfd be placed here !" " We 
are very well i^tisfied/' returned Va- 
leric, *• but would not the Signers choose 
that we should amuse them in return 
for therr hospitality ?*? " That, like- 
wise, is under the diredtion of our se- 
cond Captain, Michielo. tie brought 
you here, and he now has you at his dis- 
posal." 

Valerio had now gained all the iu- 
formation he wanted, and the baddtt 
who conducted them to their chamber 
retired, first taking the precaution, ap- 
parently observed on every occasion^"* 
of securing the door after them. The 
reflections which the peculiarity of 
their situations excited in the minds of 
the wanderers, was soon interrupted by' 
the entrance of Michielo, who, witb' 
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apparent' satisfaction on bia. hrow, de* 
manded the hand of Valeric. The 
young Count extended it towards him. 
'^ You shall soon be free again^" said 
Michielo. ** To-orght^ perhaps^ listen' 
to oiy instructioiiB ; this night we have' 
a banquet prepared for us. Oil the^ 
summons of the Captain, you must at**- 
tend, to increase the pleasures of the 
entaiument ; then you will behold your 
Angela. Your emotions^ however, musti 
ngt betray you, or we are undone ; re- 
strain yourself at least a few hours, as 
the least indications of alarm may be 
our ruin. The Signora Angela is not- 
aware of your dibguise. When you 
are again conducted to your apartment, 
prepare yourself for immediate flight. 
Eoe, however, that event takes place 
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you will see me again — beware !" He 
retired, leaving Valerio and Conrade 
almost lost in amaz^ement. " To what 
\yill this lead?" said Valerioj the mo* 
mem Michielo had retired. •* To li- 
berty and happiness,. I hope," replied. 
Gonrade. *' I begin to like this rob« 
ber; a long association with crime does, 
not appear to have its usual effect on 
his mind, a bursting spark of huma* 
nity is discernable even beneath an esEr 
terior so rugged and unseemly/' *vl 
am now,'* returned Valerio, " only 
anxious for the moment which shall 
confirm or demolish my rising pro-' 
spects. Hasten, oh, time! and dis^/ 
close the hidden secrets of thy woira'b, 
I hate thy lagging dullness." " It is 
little use exerting your lungs ir^ expec* 
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tation of moving that inflexible old 

reaper," returned Conrade. " He will 

- ■ ♦ ■•.•»'. 

not mend his pace for beating." " It 
must be a serious subject inde^/' re-, 
turned Valerio, ** that would induce 
you to divest your fece of its grin, or 
your tongue of its nonsense/* ** But 
for my tongue and my noffseiMie," re- 
turned Conrade, ** we had not been 
taken up by these boniest gentlemen on 

» 

gtispicion of being musicians. A man 
bught to speak well of the bridge that 
carries him safe over — so my Margaret 
used to say." ^* If Margaret was 
here," returned Valerio, " you would 
Jhe less fond of mimicking her^ her 
ton'^ue would have more weight than 
mine has, I believe." ** She always 
j7rec/udc^ the necessxt^ ot ^w^X^T ^^- 
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turned Conrade, " for when once she 
tegan to speak, she generally couti- 

nued till she went to sleep^ aud then a 

•■ ". • . • • - 

reply would have had little effect.' 

" IIusJi," replied Valerio, " I hear 

some one in the gallery. They have 

passed our chamber, though I believe," 

he continued, after listening a moment, 

• •*,.■> 

" silence however will be our best plan, 
lest our conversation should become 
too free, and attract the attention of 
our host, guilt is suspicious." " True," 
answered Conrade. They both now 

took a station at a window which over- 

« 

looked the adjacent cduntry; twilight 
was beginning to descend around, and 
the dusky hues of evening precluded a 
protracted view of the surrounding 
landscape. Night, at \ei\^i)c\^ ^^^^ > 
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complete veil over the whole extent of 
the castle, and three of the succeeding 
weary hours were passed by the wan- 
derers ill silence ; Michielo himself, at 
length, announced that their attendance 
was required in the great hall. " Be- 
ware," he again repeated, as they pro- 
ceeded along the gallery, ** the least 
emotions on your part will ruin us.** 
Valerio promised acquiescence. On 
being led, however, to the table, the 
sight of Angela seated beside the Cap- . 
tain, nearly made him lose all recol^ 
lection of the charge given him by 
Michielo, he would have caught her to 
his bosom, but the frown upon the 
brow of the robber, deterr^ him 3 and 

A 

his wonted resolution returned. The 
lilijsiness of theevemtvgv^^ cou^\A<^^ 
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and Valerio and Con rade were recon- 
ducted to their apariment, whither they 
were soon followed bj Michielo.— 
" Now," said the latter, ^* follow me." 
The pretended musicians immediately 
obeyed. He opened a do6r which was 
ou the farther side of the room, but 
which had not been perceived by either 
of its imnates, and they ascended a 
flight of stairs^ apparently ^vinding 
•found a turret, till a small door at 
Ithe top obstructed their farther pro- 
«gress. Michielo applied a key to its 
enormous lock, and it, slowly grated on 
.its rusty hinges, and the keen wind 
jushed through the unclosed portal. 
'*^ We are now," said Michielo^ " on 
ithe top oflhe casde. Our descent 
to the plain ]>elow Ue^ o\i,\^ve ^^^\ 



•* 
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side. I will point out the road by 
which you must reach it, and leave 
you." He took tbejn to a small xloor 
which led from the battlements to the 
dungeons of this abode of villany, and 

« 

bidding them descend, he presented to 
Valerio, from who3e eyes the bandage 
l)ad now been removed, a key and a 
concealed lanthorn. " Take these," 

, said be, " you will meet with no inter- 
ruption in your way, or any place yon 
can mistake for an outlet; descend till 

. you reach a small shutter in the wall, 
this you will find immoveable till you 
touch a spring which lies beneath it, 
to this there is a small ring attached, 
pull that towards you; and the shutter 
will sink into the wall ; thd door which 
it conceals is tlieu the only bar betweea 



• ■ ■ " . 

yeti* and liberty, 'that key is your pass- 
port through it. When you are with* 
out the wall, take the only beaten track 
which presents itself^ and proceed till 
you reach the cliffs to which that track 
will le^d yf)u ; yoii v^ili there find 
Moored asoiall-boat, take your places 
in it, and await my coming." 'So say- 
ing, he shut the turret door,'- and left 
Vderio and Gonrttde to-^purstie the '^dl- 
sections he* had giVe«'them. Thetfe 
they implieitly did, and sooil otice moire 
found thrtteelvie&-kt Hb^rty/WiH fellb^. 
•ingthe instructions they had recrfvefl, 
they tdbk thepath he had pointed out 
to them, and after an hours walk, fcmhd 
themsel+es on ffiedi8s,'^beneath whidh 
' the ' sea ^ i*611ed in' hoarite'^^d' 'disinUI 
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murmurs. Near them they discovered ^ 

a cavern of amazing extent. " Let us 

enter this place," said Valejrio, *' it 

jnay serve us for shelter.an hour hence^ 

.perhaps, if we sbouldiidRl it.*' " We 

will," sai4 Conrade, " what have we 

here?" .he-conticiued — ^* arm^iur, I will 

he Sir Knight in a short time." Va^- 

.lerio laughed, as Conrade began to 

equ>p himself. <^ I am now," said 

Conrade^, "a match for them, devils 

or mortals." His impatience, how- 

, ever, would *not allow him to coia- 

, pletely encase himseli^ and half-armed 

they once more prepared to sa^lly forth. 

They continued their rout along the 

cliffs till, at length, they . discovered a 

cleft in the rock, which on pursuing, 

they found led Ic^ a^^xiA^ %W^^be- 
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neatif the over-hanging summits of the 
surrounding mountains, and having 
reached the waters'-edge, found thij 
boat which Michielo had spoken of^ 
harboured beneath a jutting point of 
rock. At this mon\^t, as though in- 
-auspicious to tlieir errand, the sky be- 
came suddenly overclouded, and peal* 
ing thunder rolled above them in heart- 
appalling echoes, f Oh, Angela!** 
exclaimed Valerio, as each rushing 

m 

blast upheaved the angry deep, ^^ hov^ 
persecuted are we! Even now thou 
art exposed to all the horrors of these 
convulsions of iiatuFe; the lightning 
Alone disclose to thee the horrors of 
4;he scene around thee, even now the 
Ted glare points to the surrounding dau- 
S^rs^ " ^' Speak to lYie «^' sw^L^fsap 
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fade, dryly, *^ that thrown a greater 

obstacle ih our way than either thun<» 

der or light, bid thttt lie still, bnd the 

bthers would serve as for torch- light 

and music." 

The teidrils of C^nrade had not tfee 

eflfect whicJh Was intended, \-ialerio 

« * ■ ■ 
heaM hdt ^ Wof d of the consolation 

they oifered liJifa. Coiirade, however, 

whose ideas'^efe not quite so abstract* 

ed as tbct^ -of bis master, fancied .he 

1 

beard the ciound of approaching voic^t, 
mingle wiih 'the -blast. The fury of 
the tempest* had now almost spei^t it^ 
self, and Cohrade was tlie.more eon* 
firmed in jtis sVApicioiis of their beihg 
pmrsu^, as the ^sounds which he. fir^t 
t^eard did iiot, by any means resemble 
' Vi^ce 4!Kf Midbielo. He t6ld his 
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Buspiciona to Valeric. " Hark !?' said ^ 
he, grasping, the arm. of bi^ ipastier, 
•^we ane: betrayed, let u»away." 5©^ 
Veral voices were noAv hesu:4> mix.iijg 
with the boUtiw myiimuring of tl^ 
passiag gale. '^ Listen;,'' repeat;^ 
Cbnrade, moviog to\viard|k tl^e iQoatl)' 
of the cavern^ in i^tch; they hs^ttaKe^q • 
shelter, '^'listen, of -whPW d^lhey s^. 
they are m pursuit ?V " Thatt b^ * 
should turn traitor,'' excltiimed oi^^ of 
the robbera who now passed the x^ouih 
ofthe cavern^ *^ not o^e of tbeoij how- 
ever, can escape,"' replii^: anothie^ 
bandit, '^ tiiey c^nnoli y^ haire U& t\u^ 
island^ and we are .toerteiii) of ^cUo^ 
theAd. They are: al}; of tia^ev^^" The 
rest was lost in the (|i9taQce> which 
now interve^; aadValedoand C 
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rade in yaia racked ihefr minds for :^ 
solution of these spee^^hes.. Thty con- 
cTuded^ howerer, that. Micbielo and 
Angdo tnist have left the castle, aod 
that their fhght must bare been dis^ 
covered. T%e ihotives. which had 
influenced the apparently mysterious 
conduct of Michielo towards tbenv? 
tfelves^ they now concluded to be^ M 
leasts suspected, and the whole plo^ 
must have been, by this time disir 
covered. • They resolved, however, to 
sell the last hopes as dearly as possible^ 
as they concluded death, or at least 
eternal imprisonment, would be the 
consequence of their being discovered » 
" Let us leave this place," said Con- 
rade, " and take to our last resource^ 
the boat, we canx»>t now expect to be 
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joined by either Michielo^ or the ladjf 
Angela. If we leave the island^, w^ 
may 9 perhaps^ be enable to respif 9 
them.** " Agreed," cried Valerio^ 
'* let us hksten to the boat : They -■ le^ 
thexavern, and had Just reached th^ 
vessel, when a glare of light suddenly 
darted from beneatli the overh^mging 
cliiF, and disclosed to them si}^ oC thj^ 

banditti,, who were in search of them« 

• •■.'■ 

^* We have them,." cried. the foremost. 
" shall we secure them for ever?-*! 
"Halt/; cried ano^her>^ whom Valeria 
recognised,, on his near appnoach, tO) 
be the Captain. Let them feet tli^ 
weight of our chains- before we clispatcj^ 
them, or the sybiUtale ottliis maniac, 
may be verified." The robins,: drawi 
iDg their swords, ap^o^cXx^ >^ v^ 
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irhcreVateriaftHtl-Gonradestbod. Th^t 
HiQsjk^ians were not" long in preparing 
tity defeild thetnsefves: ^ Valerio^ and 
GtmraJe placed tbemsekes with their 
backa to' each other, a pi$tol in one 
Ktthdfand thebtherarmied with a swordl 
Thfe ardour of the robbers abated at 
the sight 'of so much- intfiepidity as 
their* disstined victims seemed to dis^ 
plaji^ and', apparently not aware that 
they were so prepared for an attack 
*— they stopped. Their insulation 
seemed, however, to last but for a rao- 
Ilrient« Again advancing, they tbun^ 
^ered ^jshower of blows on the uplifted* 
swords df Vafcrio and his servant, who 
retreating as they fought^ hoped to 
reach the boat, ere either of them re- 
ceived any material injury. They had: 
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succeeded m gaioiug Ibe side of tbe 
ye^eU wiiea a blow froQfv Uie sword o£ 
ttie Captain gl^nciiig agaiasit the up- 
lifted v^ikpono£ one pf his, c^tteodants, 
struck Val^rio! sideways on tiia head» 
apdy stunned by- the blow, he fell to - 
the ground. On the const^rnatioa 



which this accident, ib& s^ moment 

occasioneil, Conradq took advantage, 

tod leapingT.ipto the boat> which lay 

•J * 
unmoored directly behind himj and 

sticking his Ojir in th0 ground> was 

io^t^ntly beyood their r^s^h. ^ The 

.1 

lllddei^ne^ of (his moirfTnent^ seeme4 
for ^ n^ni^nt to suspeoji fe)ie ve^y fa€uU 
tiei^k oCUlo robbers. Cqurcale plie^ hid 
(>^F9 with ^11 bis migtM;, and soon va- 
nished in ; the dark jpiists which covered 

15 
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th6 whole rorfece of the wa^r. They 
soon, howe!Per9 recoi^ered the svarpriae 
which this^incident had created^ and tak* 
ing the still motionless form of Valerio 
on their shontders, nioved once more tE>- 
wards their abode, now, as they coa* 
eeived, robbed oi alt its boasted se* 
cttftty. The disagreeable sensations 
which the present situation of Valerio 
, excited, soon roused bim from his 
stapor, which the banditti released him 
from it^ and placing him in the miJst 
of themj they again took the road to 
the castle. From the conversatioo 
which passed betvi een the robbers, Va- 
lerio learned the stratagem which Con^ 
rade had made use of, and he could 
not sufficiently admire either the^ 
intrepidity or the attachment of 
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his attendant. The situation of An- 
gela^ and the peculiar- circumstances 
under which they met in the ca?- 
ern^ threw him off his guard, and he 
challenged the tnask, whom he 
knew to be the wretch Monfredino, 
with his reputed villanies. The guilty 
soul of the persecutor shrank withia 
him. Recovering his resolution>.how<k 
ever, he for a moment consulted his 
friend the Captain, and theii directed 
the deserted o^plians to be each con- 
veyed to separate dudgeons, on their 
itrrival at the castle. I^s orders were 
obeyed, and they . were immured^ as 
Valerio was given to understand by 
the man who attended him^ £>r ever. 
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■A W&EK potsed in the most wretolieist 
Imgeriiig torments of suspense. The 
inftctiotl of Valerio contributed^ at leas<^ 
to close bitf trotinds which he had re^ 
c^^eil in his scuffle with the robbery 
in the vaulted passage. His tediousi 
hours, howe?er> were not, completely 
passed in solitude. 
.. Hii reteries were interrupted several 
linies in the CQtif!9e of each day, by tbo 
unfeeling intrusions of his gaoler, \yha 
nr^ver failed to remind him that he 
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might consid^ bis present abode ^as 
il)e last he vvoold ever inhabit Growu 
eiUtous ihthe scIiqdI of odveirsity, how- 
ever, this tbreatIo6t even the power of 
indving htm, Fof^'thepresent he could 
not wish to Kvc ; .aod the future pre- 
sented nothing animating. Even liope 
bad lefk bina^i and kc oulj interpreted . 
in imagination, the moment which 
would rid himself iof existance, . and th€^ 
remembrance of his mtsfortunes. A 
fortndght had nearly elapsed, when be 
was'one night rouiaed from his uaweanji' 
skRnberft by the «augh ^oice of bis 
gioler, desiring him to. rise. Valerio 
prepared tojobey;. His weakness, bowJf ' 
ever, was so ^great, the effort was ali 
inost ineffectual; with the assistances 
bowever of the hapdit^ he .voce ifrom 
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his pallet of straw, and do wly tottered 
after his conductor. He was led into 
the hall, lit which he was first intro- 
duced as the musician, and was sooii 
after foWovieA by Angpela^ supported 
between two more of the banditti. The 
first object- which caught his attention 
. on^his entrance, was the body of Con* 
fade in the armour in which he had 
last seen him. *^ Alas !'' thought he^ 
^^all ray hopes are then annihilated. 
My faithful friend, thou art no^ more; 
If I should follow thee ; and how sooo 
msry that be the case. * r Heavens ck-^ 
pedite the moment! If I sboukl be 
happy again, thy memory and tliy 
faithfulness shall be perpetuated^ 
"Our apprehensions are at an endy' 
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have Stolen our old iroa, you see be 
could not swim with it/* Valerio made 
no reply. ** Pray/* said the captain 
to him — " had ytm any other accom- 
plices in your plan of escape^ than those 
whom we have already discovered as 
having assisted you?*' Valerio was 
silent. " Speakj'^ said he» '' or the rock 
slhal(^ , exJbpKk ritt Srom yott>— we have 
conquoed the obsthiacy of many more 
resolute than you appear to be." " I 
had none," said Valerio, " if I had, 
y/Mir threat would be useless." ." Yott 
may perhaps tell us so," said the Cap-^ 
tain of the banditti, *^ we shall noti 
however, now put you to the proof-^ 
bear him hence." They were about 
to execute this commission, when a 
trooper rushed into t\ke \fflS\\Kct.<^ii^^ss^ 
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ai«l apparently fainting, with appre- 
keosion and dread. He staggered tO'* 
wards one'iof the- pillars^ and seizing 
11*3 supported bis tottering frame, againsi 
it, unable ta ^peak.: 

'« What alarms ttte fopl ?" said the 
captain, at lengtji tired wkh Uiis dumb 
spectacle of horror ; " speak !'* ** Rush 
to t he battlements T at length, be ex* 
claimed — ** if they are not by ibis time 
lined with troops.** The whole asseoi- 
bly, at length, anxious to obtain a cpa-» 
firmation of their worst &arsy from hh 
eyes, sat hnraorable, fixed like statues 
to their seats. " Rush to the battle^ 
ments," repeated the rob^r^, or we are 
inevitably losL" The captain of the 
band immediately rose from his chair^^ 
and drawing his swordji he left tb^ hall,, 



cotnmaildingp his. men,, with a stern 
voice, to. follow him; They instantly 
obeyQdi leai^ing Valerio: bd^ Angela 
done its inhabiianrts. ^ lb spite of thk 
subterfuge^ it is Conradei!* criediVale* 
riovta^AugGlav- the moment they lefl the 
hallt— •* we are free !" The: idea gava 
him. new strength. He seized the arm 
9f£ Angela,, and dra/ving^ ib within hi^^ 
he led her towards the door ; and hav:'« 
ing quitted the hall, they began to as* 
eend the- gfdlery>-stairs« *^- Let us con* 
ceal ourselves," said Angela, — " if tiie 
robbers should be worsted^, they may 
rack their vengeance upon us, should 
we fall io their way." I had by tbi» 
time peached the top< of the staircase^ 
and had' entered the gallery which led 
on the apartment in which Angela had 
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been confined.. ^^ Let us enter this 
room/* said she, " I cau prevent their 
following lis, by fafitening it inside."—' 
Tbey entered, and Valerio found, a,fe* 
tacbed to the door a laassy iron bar^- 
which reached completely across and 
lodged in a groove, made to receive it;;- 
Having properly secufed the door, Ann 
gela pointed out that which opened to^ 
the turret; Valerio, fdlowed by. An« 
g^, ascended the lowerilight of istair&« 
^^ I hear the clashing of swc^rds/' said« 
Valerio—" the battle is commenced -^ 
I must away*" He ascended the re«. 
maining, stairs, and reached the door, 
which led out upon the turret, audi 
opening it slowly, attempted to disco* 
ver the ntuation of the contendmg par-. 
cs« The contest was maintained bjr 
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the robbers with a valour which would 
have graced a better cause. The su* 
perior numbers of the assailants^ how^ 
ever, was evident from the number of 
the robbers who had fallen. Valerio 
advanced from his covert, and soon 
found himself on the rear of the troops 
which the Dey had sent. Weak, how- 
eve^; as he still was, from the incured 
wounds and inhuman treatment he had 

received from the robbers, he rushed to* 

■ » 

wards the thickest of the fight, when 
turning an angle of the battlements, he 
perceived Conrade in close encounter 
with the mysterious mask. The skill 
and courU^ of Conrade, at length laid 
his antagonist bleeding at his feet. This 
event was not unperceived by the cap- 
tain of the robbers, who was at the mo* 
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i»ent animating his- man to continue 
the contest. He approached behind^ 
bin), andiwkb one blow would have 1a- 
yelled him with the earthy wiieu Vale* 
pio, interposing his. awond, nendered the 
effort iueffectuaL Conrade tuivied upoa-' 
his^ cowardly assailant^ whom, he gkhw 
sti^tcbed: lifeless at his &£t ^' We 
meet again> mj dear ma^ter,*^ cried 
Conrade> jmibracingr Valeria wit!) ev/ery ~ 
demonstration, of! joy^. H^ ag^vin led 
hiih, liowever^ tp follow the robbersi who - 
ViDW began to retreat on all side6> .^r 
lowed by the YictorijSy*^ soldiers^ The 
fugitives^ after, another iQefieotuaI,staiid^ .^ 
surrendered tp. the njercy of their asr 
sailants. Va|erio» ac^ompan]e4 by. 
Conrade^y again sought the chamber of 
Angela. Valerio caught, hex to bis 
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armsl " My beloved Angela/* cried 
he — " We are again free ; the efforts 
of our persecutor will npw be vain." 
Surprise and joy nearly overcame her ; 
recovering, however, they left the rooro^ 
and upturning to the hall, where the 
robbers who had surrendered) wer^ 
tK>und. "Order," said Valerio, "search 
to be made .among the dead for the 
ib^sk. He was obeyed, and theunfor* 
lunate delinquetit Wiis discovered amidst 
SL. heap of slain, near the spot upon 
{which he liad foiight and fallen. His 
cold corse, however,, was all that re- 
tmairied of fhim.. -ThisCpnrade caused 
^to be conveyed to the hallij "Remove 
■ the* r^ask," said Valeric, "and confirm 
my hoi'rid sutipicion — ShowManfredino 
ia.ius jreai 'Character^— a imirder^r !'* 
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page/ ** Bear the dying man to a 
couch;*' exclaimed Almerini— ** bis 
'corifessioh may be of benefit to man* 
kind.*' He was obeyed ;, and the 
wretched Petro was carried to the 
couch prepared "for him. He began hb 

r 

narration in the'fbllowing terms : — 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



'^ I WILL not disgrace my parents by 
naming them. Suffice it that^ at the 
age of eighteen^ I found myself desti- 
tute of friends and money. It was im* 
possible to exist long on the scanty 
pittance which the charity of strangers 
afforded me, and I had come to the re» 
solution of ending my life and my mi- 
series together; when, one evening, as^I 
was returning to my miserable lodging^ ^ 
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almost famished with hunger^ a stfan- 
ger accosted me : — 

^*My lads" said the man^ tapping 
me on the shoulder^ ^^ have you any 
inclination to improve your condition ^ 
you apparently cannot be worse si* 
tuated." " I wiMiid,"' replied I, « set 
my miserable existance on any chance^ 
that wovid rid me of^ or improve i*-^ 
but what^ pray, is the motive for the 
inquiry ?'' /' If you will follow mc^** 
returned the straqgcr^ <^y on will know/ ' 
I hesitated. ^* If you l»ve any Boe 
dependenton you^'' continued he^ ^'ro* 
main >as you are; I will not be faoF* 
thened with any one who bas a tie 
Ibfit I^nds faim to those who proipejp 
in the wortd* I sink in iL If I could 
£|nd one who would risk sinking with 



#*t^j^ il^RiRbfeftb. lis 



^•^^m>mn»m- 



4M^^I should rejoice. t^erclmnce9 
liowever, I may float -, y(f% in thett case» 
< itill So M with me. Detettnfaie quick* 
ly." '' Proceed," replied I, « I will 
follow yoD» tliough ydur terms are 
jtiot very Tnriting-^-4iny thing i^ pr^ 
SNTAble io FenndiiiDg hefe. Lead thft 
way/' 

The stkfmger prrooeeded, And irt 
Mon reached the banks of the river. 
He hired a gondola anni directed tb6 
men to row him to a certain spot; 
They did so, and landed him oppo- 
«itb the end of a narrow street, np 
which, (a$ soon as we had landed,) w6 
beat oi:rr isteps, and arrived at a hoase 
aomiewhat Retired from the street, and 
defended by a large pair of gates* My 
companSwi ttftomiced his arriviU 
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by thundering a most violent] sig^ 
nal on the massy knocker.^ A small 
door in one of the portals was slowly 

Topened^ and my conductor entered^ 
bidding me follow him in^ which I 
did, though not at that moment with 
much alacrity. As soon as we entered 

• the court-yard, which was of [^amazing 
size, my guide drew a pistol from his 
pocket, which he gave me, desiring 
me to fasten it in a girdle, which he 
likewise drew from his pocket, and 
fastened round my wai^ as be spoke, 
then drawing out his dagger from be- 
neath his cloaks be desired me to place 
that alongside th epistol. Tbusequipped, 
we were both of us introduced into a 
room at the further end of the yard, 
and which ?ippea\e3i to m^* oawct ea- 



ITALIAN MARAUDERS. *97 



trance to be the residence of the infer- 
nals rather than that of Venetians. I did' 
liot, however, yet repent the agreement' 
I had concluded. In this room were 
assembled three or four more, appa-^ 
rently unfortunates likemyself. "Here," 
cried my conductor, " I have brought' 
aoother man, who has renounced the. 
trorld like yourselves. Young as he 
is, he has already met with enough in 
H, to induce him to hate it, and so little 
in the world, that he was starved in it." 
" Good," returned an old man, who 
was placed at the head of the table, 
*'if every one who is disgusted with 
the world, had courage enough to 
quit it, we should be powerful enough 
to make war against our oppressors. 
I was desired to take a^\3d^<(^^^^ 
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table^ which was qmost pl^utifullj^ co* 
vered with the most tempting vi^inds, 
and appease my cravixig appetite.--* 
With this, request I cheerfully com- 
plij^ and did ample honour to. the. 
feast before me. ^* You will livo well 
here»'' qried oi)& of tlie men» ^' bcrtter 
perhaps than whei;i surrouipid^- byr 
those yop may have hiiheilo miscoflodr 
ffiiends. W^ found th^ tiesi of nat^ro^ 
so weak, that we have since substir 
tuted those of neces»ty, and we have, 
had, hitherto, no reason to be diss^tis- 
fjed-with the change. " May we never 
have reason^ to be dissatiafi^ witib it/^ 
replied Qne^o£ the me^, ^' I wiU drink 
to our being b^vlketv uqited." ^<^fiaKO^ 
bravo !" repeated t)ii«[ whole of us^ wy^. 
self by no mewii: bMkwMd* My 2eal 



appeared to please my new campaniom* 
Tbey shook me heartily by the haxnii 
^ Yoa will be a valuable adcHtion to 
ottf little republic/' cri^ one of tbeaii> 
^ we may add to our number^ but It 
Binst be by slow and cautious meaas.^ 
^Mostao/' replied my conductop, hither 
'^ wtt mustv however, begia t0^ think 
about b«mnm% OBougft^ time batf ak 
ready been spent in congrataladciMk 
'^ Tnie^** fepUod another^ " what bus!- 
0396^ have we ia hand/' *^ A. jobi!' 
uetunnedr my. eonduetor, '^ weba/ire a 
visit to pajf t^ the? house of liiB Gemot 
dk Aud&ey,, at mdoight; Tilt then 
thpu^ I beliem we- are: at leisoniiV 
l^.fay thia tiiiie ouderstood, that die 
jOGcnpaHon of my new^ friends^ was 
cobbers s thasi doeoYeiry^, tiiough it 
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itartled me at first, it soon felt less ob- 
noxious to my feelings, and in the 
course of the . ev^ng, I participated; 
even ivith satisfltctiohj in the apparent 
enthusiasm of my companions, in the 
cause in which they were engaged ; and 
I, like them,1;iegan to regard the idea of 
r^venge^ on that world, which had treats 
ed me so cavalierly, when in it, with 
eagerness. 

" If," thought I, " the good things 
of this world were meant alike for all, 
I am justified in wresting from my fel- 
low beings that inheritance of which 
they have deprived me. I am a crea^ 
ture equal to themselves, and till their 
perfidy and injustice drove me with- 
out the pale of those feeble regulations 
which they have denominated barriers 
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against each other, I was equally with' 
themselves heir to my equal part of the' 
general benefits. I have now enrolled*' 
myself in a republic, which, though'' 
small, is at .least just to each of its- 
members, and I shall glory in warring* 
against those who have first driven us . 
from their bosom and protection, iethd ' 
would send us to the regions below for 
attempting to provide for ourselves.- 
We- will not, however, attach infamy 
to ourselves, by tolerating such injus-^ ' 
tice, though gilded over by sophistry 
and delusion, and I am impatient tO- 
begin my career of dreadftil retribu-' 
tion !. The appointed hour, at length/ - 
arrived, and I followed fojir of ray hew 
companions from the yard* I was not ' 
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tlm^bt of Mffioieiit unjioftaiioetoiiiar^ 
iBiiiniiedr<^ the objaok of our dertiaaiK 
tioo, I: Mlowed^ howetirir, iaisileiioeK 
tittwearrivfid at.the hoiifejof^^a certains 
BoblraiaDt now deceased. We naewi 
aU iiitrad&CQd(iiito a priyattrapartmepfa 
by ^ seorot dooiv and ater waitkig bobip 
timei, our empSpjm entered to exphia^ 
the busineaa upon /which, we were, to 
be dispatched* Upcm. seeing a straor 
ger^ howeveiv be eyedimejoqiiciously^ 
apd b^komng our leader tofottdwhim^ 
they left; the room taget^r, for one 
JBore private. Ateiost au hour elapsed 
ere eithfr ofitbem returned to os^ when> 
-onr leader^ whose name I fomid was* 
AiM^te^ i^in . appeared^ aod; we- aU 
1^; t^e hou3€v '' The Cottnt;"* said 
he, at length, ^< wisba \l\e d«Ax^hter of 
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the Senator Rosalvi secisred for a short- 
time, and we must execute the businew 
tt>-night.'^ Thiff now^ did* not seem to 
have theleast effect on my companions; 
P was, however, ralJier terrifiedi I be* 
gan to think* my new business- of at- 
tacking the houses* of senators ait midL 
night might <md disagreeably, and* £ 
did not like the idea of being broke ofr 
the wheel, notwithstanding the stoical 
example which 0^ companions set mOi 
— *^ Thereis, however/* thought I, « 110 
method of retreat I must ventaretbe 
risk which I have taken upon myself; 
K I should be arrested in the &cti 
it wilt be but suffering' a death less 
fraught with lingering torments than 
that which wovAA have awaited me had 
i stayed longer niao^^ >3^^ ^sass^^S^sKK^ 
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children of beggary. We arrived at 
the house^ which was pointed out- to. 
u^ and I was deputed^ bjr Aberto^^.tOi 
reconnoitre the position of it^ :and dis** 
cover the best mode of entrance. I^ 
soon returned with the resnit of my 
investigation. I described the most 
probable method with so much appa* 
rent animation and plausibility, thad^ 
my plan for assailing it was speedily 
adopted, and we all approajched, deter* 
mined to venture on our desperate plan, 
immediately. Tbe front of the pile 
was decorated with six columns, which 
were placed so near the wall of the 
building that we were enabled to ascend 
between the two» and commencing our 
operation at the same moment, we 
reached the top o£ tU^ b\k\ldin^ toge* 
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ther. After climbing over the parapet 
to which this conducted us^ we endea* 
youred to gain admittance to the inte- 
rior of the house^ with as little alarm as 
possible. Aberto, after some time 
spent in search^ at length discovered a 
snoiall trap-door, which we contrived to 
remove^ and a flight of steps assisting 
our descent we reached the higher gal- 
lery in safety. So far successful, we 
now began to consider a plan for a fur- 
ther continuance of our enterprize, 
*^ According to the idea which I havis 
received of the situation of this place," 
said Aberto, '^ this gallery must lead 
to stairs, which communicates with the 
one below ; at the farther extremity of 
which the chamber of our prisoner is 
situate.'' Again conceaivc^^ xV^Vd^si^ 
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which Hie carried • with Wf, and^- whtcb 
had been in part df isckraed^ in- order-to^ 
dbcover ta us our situation^ we yen* 
tared ta continue oup nightlj peram* 
bulation, and cautiously descending' 
the stairs, reached the^ gaHery" which 
contained the object of* our nocturnal- 
visit. Slowly traversing the spactotn^ 
corridor, we all: reached the door of the 
chamber which we had every reason-to- 
suppose was the one in which the young 
Srgnora slept This was Secured on the 
inside. We looked anxiously at each 
other. One of our men, however, was 
fortunately provided^ and we succeeded 
' in forcing the feeble lock which fasten- 
ed it. On our entrance, the first ob- 
ject which presented itself wa* the 
reiinc:Jady> very Aevt)\xl\^\aifc^&R^bep 
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Hmo a orucifiK* Our oompany^ how* 
Qws^ was 80 unwelccNtte aa interrupt. 
tion:to her derotioii% that ahe fointecL 
*^ Bear her hance^*' cried Aberto. He^ 
wa^^iouiedMitely obeyed, and four, of; 
the nifians. ^euOag the inanimate fonn 
before them, bore it fix»n tlie chamber* 
We imA just reached the upper gallery 
in the caslle, when the sound of anum-» 
ber o£ footsteps on the stairs immedif^ 
ately ■• behind us, as . likewise a number 
o£> flambeaux on the ceiling, directlyi 
Qver our heads, shewed we were closely 
pursued; We rushed forward, and 
were ascending the stairs which led out 
upoa the top of, the house, when a 
sjadden gust of wind blew the door 
down, into its place, and our utmost 
efforts, we^e in vaia exi&tU^ \i^ \^5:^> 
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it. By this time our pursuers had' be* 
gan to ascend the last flight of stairs^ 
on the top of which we were.. "Their 
retreat is cut ofT^" cried one of the peo-*^ 
pie, " we have them in . our power J 
** Hold," cried Aberto, "if a man of- 
you advance a step further this dagger 
shall be buried deep in the bosom of 
your mistress.' ' These words contained, 
magic. They immediately stopped;. 
Aberto now applied the bar which had . 
been so useful in forcing the door o£ 
the chamber,, to the fallen trap-door,* 
and after, a few blows^ it at length yield-*' 
ed to his efforts. He now desired his 
followers to pass him, and having depo- 
sited their lovely, burden on the stairs^. 
they ascended through the apertntei^ 
The people below^ however^ had . no. 
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sooner perceived that we had left the 
objects of their solicitude behind us, 
than they likewise prepared to follow 
us» and their leader having charged an 
old man, with the still inanimate form' 
of the Signora, they rushed up the 
btairs after us. To return into the 
street, by the way we came hither, re- 
quired time . and care ; Aberto, there* 
fore, commanded^us to prepare for re- 
sistance, striking the first man who 
ascended from below, at his feet. The 
whole of the domestics, however, were 
soon assembled on the broad covered 
roof of the Chateau, and we were in 
three minutes opposed to double the 
number. Our small number was soon 
overpowered, and all but myself stretch^ 
fd their length at the feet of their nu«> 
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merovts adversaries. I at lengtb re^ 
ceived a blow from a heavy bar <^ iren^ 
which one of them bore* in ]w hands^ 
aod I falL amidst the. data. The mee^ 
as I suppose^. CQiukleriDg' tbe. buMiesB 
completed, retired ; as cm my vecovevy 
I found my^self by the side of our fid^ 
Ifij) teador. By dagresfs I bo^^ to 
r.eco]lect tbe cireumstaoces which had 
placed me in this. situatioA. My le* 
Qomry q£ strangle tnitblad? mer to^ pise^ 
andafteca fewo laoments loogeF comh 
deration^ I. b^gaa todese^id fmHRttie 
ioo£ by tlia* means which I had em^ 
ployedaa ascending thither. My tadi 
WW sofiB completedj and I rracbed the 
ground in safisly . It was.^ w consideFa« 
tion with, me^ whether X should rotura 
t«i thoa^ of' mji campanioRK wfaom^ 1 
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had left at the place of oar Fendezyoiis> 
OP whether I should agaia try my for* 
tuae in the world I was so weary of 
the I^i;er, that aotwithstendiiig the dil^ 
^uUies. I had almadji enoounterGid^ f 
d|etemiiied> for the tovmer. I acqord- 
ingly oace more beat myself towarcb> 
the place of thekr csBidence; I sooii^ 
Kacbedili, aQd?wii6adatttted;by the only* 
one who then panajned in it, to. him* I 
lehted the particiilars.Q£ our late dreads 
^ cHsasteF^ at the same time di^ring 
^is advice aa to our future conduct^* 
^^ My adi^ice," said he, *^ is nsdesi^ we- 
l^avq «a -alternative* We will, how-^ 
fi^^ rQvenge the death of our comrades; 
i^ the &nuly o£ the tyrant Senator.^ 
is^ howevery itt waa impossible 
jO.aQO09ip&hitiU.the neat w&Bh^ 
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ing ; the intervening time we spent^ 
closely pent up in [our retired abode. 
The moment at length arrived, and we 
sallied forth. We learned that Rosalvi 
was to accompany his daughter to a- 
masquerade^ ^where they were to be- 
met by the husband of the young "Sig- 
nora. Tliither^ at the appointed hour 
nve followed them, and after spending^ 
some time in the gardens to which we 
were introduced, we discovered the 
trio in close confei^nccj in a paviltioh 
which was situate in a retired part of 
the garden. We carelessly passed the 
door of the apartment, and I caught a 
part of the conversation. " I have 
tracedv" said the old gentleman, " this^ 
business to. the author, and though not 
one of the villains escaped deaths I 
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have discovered , the instigator of the 
vile act.'* ** Then, be it mine to 
revenge it," replied the lover, " to- 
morrow shall give me right to protect 
your daujgbter, and I will exercise it 
4;o the destruction of this villain." He 
passed, his arm wilhm that of his mis* 
tress, and prepared to leave the apart* 
ment. **'Letus return,*' said my com- 
panion, *' we must attack them as they 
iStep from the pavillion." We did so, 
and as the unfortunate youth led his 
mistress from the spot, we jointly 
plunged our daggers in his bosom, and 
he fell lifeless to the ground. '* Yoa 
too,' must be secured,'* cried my com- 
panion, drawing his poignard from the 
bosom of his victim, and plunging it, 
yet reeking, into the heart of the lady. 
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*' or our erraad will not be eoitlpleilie; 
She fiell by the side of Uer mofdeFieil 
loYcr. The unfortunate old tnan w«i 
mute with agony. 

^ You must lire,*' cried GaHos, 
*^ that you may be convinced yn are 
TWesDgeA" Valerio and Ceorade 
shuddered^ Angeta uttered a piercing 
shriek. " We»" continued Pietro, ^ t*- 
gether left tiie spot, and Mon quitMd 
the gay throng, and, walking with all 
possible expedition^ reached the out- 
skirts of the city, fand we contmed 
to destroy our habits, the necessity of 
which, till now, had not struck us;'* 
^' We must join our companions m fhe 
forest,*' cried Carlgs to mCd — 'Venice is 
no longer a place for us/' Of this I was 
fiMmBeed, .and Aicnfote \iaH(^ tm^ 
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curred in the .plan of joining the ban* 
dittij and we vvere soon, safe again 
amidst the old companions of Carlos. 
^' This has been an unfortunate expe* 
dition/' cried the Captain of the band^ 
on r receiving tbe melancholy, infor- 
matioaof the loss of so' many of bis 
best ibllovren^ ^'bot Carlos has ddae 
the duty which be owed the manes of 
his friends. Our establiduaent in Ve» 
nice^ however most, , for some time at 
least be dropped." I was enrolled in 
the bandifrom that moment ; my lify^ 
has been a series of crimes^ equal to 
the one which attended my iirst infw* 
duction to the robbers. I have related 
this one a» an instanoe of tbe length 
which we permitted oursehres in the 
pai^utian of our scbexMw \ 

^ m 
I. . 
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however^ to feel that a conclusion to 
all my crimes is at hand^ and I must 
not waste the moments which are left 
me in the narration of things foreign 
to you. I shall pass over several years, 
and relate only those which immediately 
concerned my introduction at the! 
chateau Montgolfi." '' Oh ! hasten to 
disclose them/* said Angela, "let me 
know the motives which induced you 
to betray me :** ** There lies the mo- 
tive/' continued Pietro, pointing to the 
dead body of Manfredino, ''but his 
dark spirit is for ever fled. After three 
years our establishment in Venice was 
again resumed. I ^was appointed 
leader under Michielo. The ' many 
crimes which this appointment caused 
me to commit, now lay heavy on my 
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fleeting spirit. I now see the injured 

bleeding ghosts of my victims haunt 

my pillow, and knock against my breast 

to keep awake, its horrors. To the 

circumstances, however : twelve months 

ago, our ambitious watch discover^ 

that it was necessary, to secure his own 

tranquillity, that an infant should die, 

and we were employed to accomplish 

the nefarious business. I was promised, 

by the vile instigator of the act, a 

sum if I would secure the babe, and 

his tranquillity, myself. I drew the 

infant from the breast of its mother, on 

which it had been sleeping, and was 

about to plunge my sword into its 

tender bosom, when it awoke and 

smiled at the glittering of the blade, 
VOL. IV. L 
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which at that moment played about 
its eye». I cofrid not strike it. I 
I>]a€ed it by the side of its inanimate 
mother^ and left the house as I had 
entered it, nnperceived. I was deeply 
ruminating on the events of my pas% 
life, and my agony of mind I supposed, 
was apparent on my face ; the convnl- 
sire emotions of my features attracted 
the attention of a TioJy father, who 
was passing to his convent from a 
neighbonring house, whither he had 
•been visiting an unfortunate, who wasr 
in his la«*t moments. The placid* fea-' 
tures of the venerable father, contri- 
buted towaixis restoring a portion of 
serenity to my own. " My son !'* said 
the holy man, ^' what disturbs thee ?** 
«* Thei-e are motives of disquiet in the ^ 
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convent,** returned I, " they must 
therefore, be supposed to abound in 
the world/' The holy father eyed me 
as I repeated these words. " WillyoU 
venture to seek an asylum from theih 
with nle ?" Ithe difference between our 
convent and the world, may be greater 
tTian you imagine," returned he, •* if 
you are disgusted with the world re- 
tire from it." " r have every reason," 
returned I, ^^ to be disgusted with it. 
r will willingly fly from it,— not the 
smallest tie binds me here, and I am 
how willing to leave it/* "Follow me 
then,'' returned the father. I did so; 
he was a brother of the convent of St. 
Merio. Father Anselmo introduced 
me to the superior. " Father Anselmo," 
repeated Valerio. " Father Anselmo, 
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repeated the dying Pietro. I am aware 

of our knowledge of him. 'Twas that 

holy man who admitted an assassin to 

his friendship ; who extended the rites 

of hospitality to every one ; be thought 

all men like himself, — just — amiable— 
and pious, and he knew not guilt ex- 

cept by name. The first weeks which 
I spent within the holy walls, were the 
;nost tranquil which I had ever ex- 
periencedj I began to hope I was ad- 
mitted a brother, before the custom- 
ary period allotted was elapsed, in com- 
pliance with my earnest request. The 
novelty however, at length, however, 
wore off, and I began to fed the dull 
monastery of retirement. I was thus 
situated, when a message from the 
Chateau di Montgolfi arrived. The 
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worthy Anselmo was dead ! and I, un- 
fortunately for you, was deputed by 
the Abbot to attend in the place of the 
deceased. I felt the importance of the 
charge which your deluded father 
placed in my care, and was determined, 
at least, to fulfil the sacred duty, so 
solemnly delegated to me. The arri- 
val of your uiicle, however, over- 
turned all my projects. With him I 
was already acquainted. At his insti- 
gation I again became a robber. I 
conducted you to my retreat in the 
forest. Eternal imprisonment or death 
was the sentence which was passed on 
you by 'Manfredino. Once he at- 
tempted the latter, but even he, villain 
as I knew him to be,'could not accomplish 
it. Your funeral, however, has been 
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ptrformed wi4i ^1 the pomp which 
coold be imagined^ and your uncle took 
possession of your property. He wa$ 
still, however, fearful of your escape. 
He attended himself to your eyery 
movement, masked and armed^ H|^ 
watchfulness first dispoyered your 
flight with Michielo, and likewise that 
of the supposed minstrels, an.d b,e wjsl^ 
the first to rush to the battl^e.meqf;^ to 
repel the asjiailants. Retributiop (p^aie« 
He wjm almpst %]\^ fir^t yyhq fell. 



t. 



itALAIN M ARAlirD&!«S^ MS 

Kssssssssssmmmmmmmmammmmmmttmm- 



CHAF. XXIV. 



ALMBmxicx apjMPoactod to congratulate our 
new ha|>py pair, irpon the apptoachibg 
termination to all tbeir difficulties. The 
sound of bis voice appeared to animate 
tiie dying robber; b^ cast his eytB (xxwaarda 
^ tbe fboe of th« persecuted man. ** Am 
I," groaned the repentant wretch, ** Am 
X to be driven from the eartbs by the sight 
q{ my viUany ! You hav^ lost a daiigbt^r/* 
^'You mistake yourself/* returned Ah»^ 
rini, ** I have recovered her." '• Then you 
mu3t have recovered her from the dead.'* 
returned Pietro^ ** I saw her deposited ia 
the tmnb. Your enemy the old count d i ■■ ■■ ! 
was the cause of your suffering so much^ 
I was one of the assassins who bore you 
to prison-^t was one who deprived you of 
your daughter* $he» however^ esaipe4 
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froifi us, and took refuge, as we afterwards 
discovered, in the convent of St. Ruseline. 
The old Count applied, himself, for her. 
He determined to revenge himself on you 
in the person of your daughter, and he 
visited the convent for the purpose of 
securing her. The old Abbess answered 
his application for her by leading us both, 
for I accompanied him, into the cemetery 
of the convent, and pointed out her last 
abode. to, us. The Count consoled himself 
with the success which his plans of ven- 
geance on your head, had already met 
with, and we left the convent.— My short 
moments will not allow me to discover the 
deceit, for I can no more." He fell back- 
wards on the pillow, senseless ; and a sigh, 
long and convulsive, closed his wretched 
existance. " May Heaven!" cried Va- 
le rio. leaving the side of the couch, " have 
more mercy on thee, than thou hadst on 
your fellow beings. I have no longer an 
enmity against thee.** Angela took the 
arm of Valerio, and Almerine following, 
they left the room, and bent their steps 
towards the chamber of Angela, giving 
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CJonrade directions to secure the remaining 
robbers, and prepare for 'their departure 
for Venice, early the following morning : 
as they proposed leaving the castle as soon 
as the vessel, which lay moored beneath 
the cliffs, could be prepared for their re-^ 
ception. " In the ways of men," said A1-- 
meririi, the moment they were seated in 
the room, which had so lately been the 
prison of Angela " there is something s« 
near approaching the ridiculous, particu- 
larly in ambition, that we can scarcely 
believe they possess a reflecting faculty.—. 
I almost begin to doubt the existance of 
reflection in a mind swayed by ambition.'* 
" We can," replied Valerio, " only ima- 
gine them actuated by a motive, at least 
wanting reflection in the formation of it. 
That the deep laid plans of Manfredino 
should fail, strikes at once to the very, 
root of villany, and tells us, in convincing 
terms, of the existance of retributive jus- 
tice. We wait, however, your explaliation. . 
of tlie wonderful incidents which appear 
to have befallen you since I. last saw you^f, 
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Detail them ?" " In the incidants vhu^i 
I have experienced since I last saw you^" 
returned Almerini, ** the band of Heaven 
is manifest'* He paused as though he 
experienced a difficulty in detailing cir* 
cumstancesy which, though pleasing were 
painful. With the incidents which had 
first led to the subsequent friendship which 
now existed between Valerio and hi$ 
friendy Angela was already acquainted^ a$ 
likewise with that part of his history which 
was connected with the events about to 
be related. To her, therefore, any relajtion 
oS preceding circumstances was unneces* 
eary, and he began his narration. ** With 
the utmost speed which it was possible to 
use, I flew towards the convent, and as 
soon as the horses could reach it, though 
not so swift as my impatience would have 
led them, I arrived there, trembling with 
apprehension, and an uncertainty arising 
from I knew not what. I soon ni^de my 
business known, and was introduced to 
the Abbess, of whom I enquired for my 
daughter. '^ We have already," cried the 
^ood lady, ** answered so many questions 
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raipociing this BO¥ice» I begin to be tired 
of replying to them; but as to the re* 
lationahip iwhich you have given yourself 
to her, puts us under the obligntion of 
answering you, 1 must confirm the inform^ 
ation- which you have doubtless already 
received :--*she is dead!" This fwmal 
reply was uttered with so much ill nature, 
that I believed her when she said the en-^ 
quiry grew irksome. It, however, struck 
to my soul. I felt that farther questions 
would be useless, and I rose to take my 
leave. *^ Madam," said I, '' Had not preju- 
dice steeled your bosom against the appeals 
of nature, we could hav« all owed none for 
the sensations which a father feel» on hear* 
ing the news of the death of hiB child 
from such a source." - ** I can excuse what 
you have just uttered," returned sha^ ** in 
consideration of your feelings. Your 
daughter is as dead to nature, as I am to 
humanity." The door of the' parlour 
opened, and a female entered, her tremut* 
lous footst^s, a| she slowly approached 
me, seemed scarcely equal to the ta«k of 
supporting her weak frame* As she ntp^ 
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approached, the long veil which comp*^ 
pletely coveted her, reached to her feet# 
Aa she drew nearer, her saltation seemed 
increased, the emotion was contagious, 
and I likewise trembled. " My Father l" 
cried she at length, throwing herself into 
my arms. " My Daughter !" I repeated, 
" but what mystery is this ?" " I am the 
cause of all the mystery which has been 
observed," returned my child, " my second 
mother," turning to the lady Abbess, 
whose conduct I had late been condemning, 
'• is free from blame.— Well might she 
conclude me dead— -dead to happiness I 
have been, and impious wish, — I desired 
to be dead to nature." I held my recovered 
treasure still closer to my heart, and she 
buried her face in my bosom. " £xplain 
the motives of your flight my child," said 
the Abbess to my daughter, '* my conduct 
must appear mysterious to your father, 
I can then explain . my motives for the 
line of conduct which I have pursued. 
'• Oh I" cried my daughter, quitting me 
and taking her hand, " why did I doubt 
you, — why did I doubt that your bene- 
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volence would have protected me ?" " You 
should not have doubted, my daughter,"" 
returned the good mother, •* my intention, 
my abilities, perhaps you might have sus- 
pected with more reason. The chances 
were greatly in your favour that either 
would be overcome ;but explain my child.** 
My daughter did so; wrping the tears 
from her eyes, she said — " From the man- 
ner in which I escaped from my persecu- 
tors, I could not entertain a doubt but 
that they must have traced my rout. I 
knew the influence of the Count, into 
whose power I found I had fallen, and 
I likewise knew the perseverance with 
which he pursued any object which he 
had once determined on accomplishing^. 
I again fled with the sister of the novice 
Constantia. I found an asylum, and re- 
mained in it till all hopes of a farther en- 
quiry, than that which had taken place; 
and I learned from Constantia that every 
idea of discovering the place of my retreat 
was laid- aside. I have returned, and I 
again behold you my father ; I found you 
seeking your lost daughter in the asylum, 
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which, in a qKunent of d^rets, hospitably 
received her.'* I now looked towards the 
Abbess for an explanation of her conduct, 
which this account bad not at all tended 
to elucidate. She appeared to compre* 
hend the question, which I spok^ with mjr 
eyes, and she replied : " Till yesterday, 
I had reason to suppose my hapless An^ 
gela dead. You left the convent," conti* 
nued she to my daughter, *^ in so, to us, 
unaccountable a manner, that I concluded 
you deranged, aud caused all possible di^ 
patch to be used in pursuing you, but in 
vain. Sometime after you left the convent^ 
our gardner, old Antonio, discovered the 
'body of a murdered female, mangled and 
disfigured, in the forest. He *tooH her 
lifeless body in his arms, and bore her 
to the convent ; on examining her mangled 
features, she bore too great a likeness to 
our lost Victoria, that the whole convent 
joined in the opinion, that some dreadful 
&te must have awaited you on quitting 
the convent, and that 'twas your cor&» 
which the old man had thus discovered. 
We had the remains of the unfortunate 
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person interred^ and in reply to the en- 
^uiries whiqh were made by the friends^ 
as I supposed, of the deceased^ I ever di- 
rected them to the stone which we caused 
to be placed over her." Just as the Abbess 
had concluded her speech, the lady Con- 
stantino whose kindness my daughter had 
experienced, entered the parlour, ' and, 
throwing herself at the feet of the Abbess, 
entreated her pardon for the deception 
she had pretended ; this, with the interceis* 
sion of myself ^and daughter, was granted, 
and I, accompanied by my recovered trea- 
sure, left the monastery, and speedily re- 
instated my daughter in that home from 
whence she had been so cruelly lorn. The 
abrupt entrance of Conrade, one evening, 
however, roused me. On his explaining 
the cause of his unei^pected visit, how- 
ever, you may conceive I was not back- 
ward in accompanying him, and with the 
result of the affair you are happily ac- 
quainted. Permit me to congratula^te you 
on your prospect of approaching happi- 
ness." Yaierio extended his hand towards 
his wofthy, but persecuted friend, and re* 
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turned hl3 good wishes to Almerini, on 
the recovery of his daughter — ^** but," 
coniinueil Valerio, " has any alteration 
taken place in the disposition of the Count 
• towards yourself and family?" "None,** 
returned Almerini. I left the inexorable 
, old man dead to every idea, but thereof 
continued revenge. He was nearly at his 
last gasp when Conrade applied for the 
troop. As I was not permitted to ap- 
proach him, I did not think his situation 
demanded that I should remain in Venice. 
I therefore determined on being a party in 
the business." Valerio could not but re- 
gret the hatred of the dying Count towards 
his unfortunate son-in-law. *• We should 
proceed to Venice immediately, and in 
the friendship of yourself and the young 
Count di we will find a remunera- 
tion for our past misfortunes." The party 
now separated for the night, after placing 
a sufficient guard over the robbers who ;» 
were in confinement. Early the ensuing 
morning the party left the island, directing 
the officer of the troop to remain at the 
castle, and conlmence a search throughout 
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the building. In order that nothing^might 
escape the vigilance of their researches. 
Valerio, assisted by Angela and Conrade, 
described to them the different passages 
which led to the prisons of the fortress, 
and likewise directed him, if possible, to 
discover the treasures of the robbers, who 
doubtless must have concealed the price 
of their infamy in some part of the fabric. 
The vessel was soon in a proper trim, and 
Valerio and Angela, accompanied by Al- 
merini and Conrade, left tlie castle with 
two or three of the soldiers, who, hav-» 
ing formerly been sailors, understood 
the management of the ship. A favour- 
able wind soon brought them to the 
wished-for port, and they took carriages 
to convey them towards Venice. <* We 
must take the forest in our way," said An- 
gela, ** a person is confined there of whom 
you have some knowledge," addressing 
Conrade, who accompanied them in the 
same vehicle. ** Who concerns me," re- 
peated Conrade, ** pray whose fate can 
now possibly concern me, surrounded as 
lam," looking round the carriage as he 
spoke. ** A few hours will convince you^* 
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returned Angela, ** order the postiOioo to 
hasteu towards tt)ue forest.*' She iras 
obeyed, and they proceeded with acoele* 
rated dispatch. The suspeace of Cpofad^r 
however, was great* How he could b« 
interested in the fate of any one coafined 
in the forest he could not cpttceire. At 
length the poatillioo was^ by the dijectiaa 
of Valeirio, ordered to turn up the path 
which ted from the ooAia roa4» towards the 
liaunt of the banditti* " Haye yon not 
yet an idea," ^paid Angela to Conrwk» 
•• of the manner in which you are inter* 
lested in this journey?" Conrad© replied 
in the negative. The vehicle hfd by this 
time reached the. small portal of Une builds 
ing,and the party alighted* Theirapplicatiwi 
lor admittance was answered by old Beraam 
do* The hoary villain trembled at the appear^ 
ance of the armed soldiers who accompanied 
Valeric. They desired him to precede 
them into the body of the building; Va* 
lerio and Angela were anxious that not the 
least hint should be given Conrado of the 
price of happiness which was in store for 
bim. The strange co»S\mQ»^ oC voices 
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which were now heard in the hall, among 
which was distinguished her supplicating 
tone of Bernardo, imploring mercy, brought 
Margaretta from tbje [sitting room. Con* 
rade was the first person who presented 
himself. They spoke the language of nir 
ture, but nature thus acted upon is dumbp 
and so was Conrade and Margaretta. AftfiT 
a few moments they were joined by ,Va- 
lerio and Angela. *«Well Conrade," aai^ 
the totter, " did I not tell you, you wejre 
intjere9ted in the journey?'* Conrade 
bowed, his heart appeared too full for 
utterance, and he could only thank her 
with hi9 eyes^— It was not till they agai9 
ipentioned the necessity there was for their 
immediate departure, that he recovere4 
the use of his tongue---*' Come along, I 
pay," he e:^claimed, putting Margaretta*8 
arm under his, and drawing her after hiiQ 
^owjards the carriage which was waiting^ 
** If ever I think of leaving you again, may 
^pur tongue be gifted with double volubi* 
Uty, and I, incapable^ of restraining it by 
tl^ gout in both ]egi^ Angela and Valeria 
fn[ii|e4 ; the whole paitj, Wi{^N^\^\isav^ 
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once more retaken their places, they were . 
again on the road to Venice. The mo- 
ments had passed so rapidly since the won- 
derful interposition which providence had 
made in favour of our now happy party, 
that, as yet the circumstances which at- 
tended their deliverance had not been en- 
quired into. Valerio now therefore, de- 
sired Conrade to explain tfeer circumstance 
of the armour being on the person of the 
drowned man. ** When," replied Conrade, 
" I left you on the shore in the boat, I 
rowed with all possible expedition toward 
the opposite coast. This I was not long 
making. At the moment, however, of 
stepping from the vessel which had been 
of such essential service to me, I recol- 
lected that it was^ probable that the ban- 
ditti, in revenge for my escape, would 
render any effort, in your favour ineffectual: 
I had recourse to stratagem , in order to 
impress them with an idea of my death. 
The storm had made dreadful ravages 
among the small vessels with which the 
coast was lined, and many had fallen vic- 
tims to its fury. I ea^\\^ x^co\ic:\\.^^ Vv.1^ 
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myself to injure the dead in favour of the 
living; and accordingly taking a dead 
body which I found on the beach, I placed 
the armour, which I wore, round the corse; 
and having, a^ nearly as possible made the 
dead man resenible myself, I returned to 
the island,, and deposited it near the^ 
spot from which I had taken my departure 
The stratagem had the desired effect,'* 
" It is to that circumstance, I doubtTiot,"* 
replied Valerio, " we owe our lives.'* 
** The security into which it lulled thtm," 
replied Angela, " proved their ruin, and 
the words of their mad victims are verified." 
Valerio demanded an explanation. An- 
gela handed the paper to which contained 
the words of the maniac. " They are, in- 
deed," he replied, after having perused it. 
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" Mercy on me!" exclaimed the old 
house-keeper at the Chateau di Montgolfi, 
" in the name of heaven, can the lady An- 
gela still exist ?" By the bustle, however, 
which succeeded her arrival, she was con- 
vinced that such was really t\Y^ c^^^^* ^'' ^^^ 
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we n6t arerty** said Angela, the moAietit' 
sheiras^again in safety in theChateauMont« 
goifi, •* can we not avert the disgrace which 
this affair will bring upbn iis. Is it not 
for ourselves that the least possible notice 
should be taken of the unfortunate part 
which my misled uncle hacf hAd in the 
plot to which we were so ilear falling vic- 
tims? Valcrio, for some moments^ sat 
meditating. " If,** said he at, length, ** the 
senate can be prevailed upon to restore to 
us our rights, with the interference of the 
executive power, the plan is practicaBlcJ*** 
In pursuance of this plan, which the deli* 
cacy of Angela .had prompted her to adopts 
the petition of the Count de Valerio dc" 
Valmont, and that of the heiress di M oht*^ 
gold were presented to the council. After 
examining minutely into the affair, the 
award was given in their favour, and the 
restoration of the property preceded but 
a short time the union of the lovers. The 
few robbers who escaped were permitted 
to enjoy the life they had so dearly bought, 
and precept and benevolence assisted in 
rendering them no longer tb^ scourge of 
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ftieir feHow taen. The persecuted Alme^ 
rrni again enjoyed peace both of body and 
mind ; tbe death of his' father-in-law has 
put him in possession of those comforts, 
of which tyranny and persecution had 
hitherto robbed him. 

In contemplating the domestic happinesa 
of his friend AImeriai> now that he was 
free from the dread of persecution. Valeric 
eould fully appreciate that which himself 
indulged. Be found he was, after tha 
lapse of a few years the father of a family, 
in which his whole happiness centered ; 
and he could not but regret that infatua- 
tion, which appeared to take a- few of the 
accpiaintance which his situation obliged 
him to form from their homes, and the 
ties which should have been dear to them^ 
to pass tiie sacred moments' among those 
who had never known adversity, and who 
could not properly estimate prosperity. It 
was not in the giddy throng of dissipation 
he considered happiness was to be attained, 
it was ox^y in the esyoyoMat o£ those 
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pleasures, the after-moments of which are 
not embittered with regrpt, ,hat he ex- 
pected to find content ; and -.t 'vas only in 
this even course of existance that he at- 
tempted to find it. The maddc. ang ideas 
that cloud the moments which the dissolute 
dedicate to retirement, are ao severe a 
draw back on the pleasures of the world, 
that they form an antidote to all the trans- 
ports dissipation ever gave. " My friend,'* 
says Valerio, frequently to Almerina as 
they together cast a glance at the days 
which are past, " we find exemplified in 
our lives the truth of the observation 
which hold that we are capable of com- 
prehending infinity. . We have freijuently 
together regretted, the misfortunes which 
we have contended with ; — ^we did not 
then reflect that to those misfortunes we 
might owe a true sense of the happiness 
which we now enjoy." " True," returns 
Almerini, but you may carry the idea 
still further. — It is only in contemplating 
rcenes like this, that the mind becomes 
sufficiently enlarged ,to entertain a due 
sense of the greatness if that power which 
rescued the world from chaos ! ! ! 

FINIS. 
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